BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Joint Application of Trigen -


)

Kansas City Energy Corp. and Thermal North 
 

)

America, Inc. for the Authority Necessary for the  

)
   Case No. HM-2004-0618

Transfer of Control, and Sale of All Stock Currently

)

Owned by Trigen Energy Corporation, Inc. to 


)

Thermal North America, Inc.




)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On June 29, 2004, Trigen-Kansas City Energy Corp. and Thermal North America, Inc. filed a joint application with the Commission requesting authority to transfer control and stock of Trigen-Kansas City to Thermal North America.  The Commission established July 21 as the deadline for submission of requests to intervene in this case.  No one has filed an application to intervene.  On July 22, the Commission directed its Staff to file a pleading indicating when it will be able to file a recommendation regarding the joint application.  Staff filed its response on August 2.  

Staff indicates that it has sent data requests to the joint applicants to assist it in examining several questions concerning whether the proposed merger will be detrimental to the public interest.  Staff anticipates filing its recommendation by October 1, 2004, but points out that if its recommendations indicate the need for an evidentiary hearing, there would be little time remaining before the end of the year, when the joint applicants indicate that their proposed transaction must be completed.  In order to facilitate communication between Staff and the other parties regarding issues that might require a hearing, Staff requests that the Commission schedule an early prehearing conference.

The prehearing conference requested by Staff might assist the parties in their efforts to determine whether an evidentiary hearing will be needed.  A prehearing conference will be scheduled for that purpose.     

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That a prehearing conference shall be held on August 16, 2004, beginning at 10:00 a.m., in Room 310 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  This conference will be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this conference, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 before the conference.

2. That this order shall become effective on August 3, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 3rd day of August, 2004.

PAGE  
2

