Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Southern Union Company d/b/a Missouri Gas Energy for Authority to Acquire Directly or Indirectly, Up to and Including One Hundred Percent (100%) of the Equity Interests of Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Company, Including Its Subsidiaries, and to Take all other Actions Reasonably Necessary to Effectuate Said Transaction.  
	))))))))))
	Case No. GM-2003-0238


STAFF'S PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE   


COMES NOW the Staff of the Public Service Commission of Missouri (“Staff”), and states:  


1.  On January 13, 2003, Southern Union Company d/b/a Missouri Gas Energy (Southern Union) filed its application to acquire some or all of the equity interest in Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Company (Panhandle), either alone or in conjunction with AIG Highstar Capital, L.P. (AIG) and/or its subsidiaries, for $1.8 billion.  With its application, Southern Union also filed a motion for expedited treatment seeking Commission approval of its application no later than February 14, 2003.  


2.   Staff has been diligently working on sending Data Requests to and reviewing Data Requests received from Southern Union.  The Parties participated in a Technical Conference on February 5, 2003 and a second Prehearing Conference on February 11, 2003.  


3.  While the Parties are discussing the case in an effort to reach an agreement, Staff suggests that it is also necessary to consider an Expedited Procedural Schedule in this case in order to address the Request for Expedited Treatment sought by Southern Union.  

4. Staff proposes the following procedural Schedule:  

Company Direct....................................................................
February 14, 2003

Rebuttal of all other parties wishing to file...........................
March 17, 2003

Prehearing Conference..........................................................
March 19, 2003

Issues List..........................................................................…
March 20, 2003

Position Statements............................................................…
March 21, 2003

Hearing...............................................................................…
March 26-28, 31 and


April 1 if necessary

5.   Southern Union has agreed to provide a five-day response to Data Requests from all of the parties and the Commission should so order. 


6.   Southern Union has agreed to provide answers to Data Requests from any Party to all other parties within the same 5-day time limit and the Commission should so order.   


7.    There will only be one round of testimony.  Southern Union waives surrebuttal and correspondingly, all the other parties waive Cross-Surrebuttal.  This is a measure to expedite the process. 


8.   Staff believes that this Proposed Procedural Schedule allows time for the Commission to receive testimony, review pleadings and prepare for an expedited hearing in an orderly manner.   Staff also believes that this Proposed Procedural Schedule affords due process on an expedited manner to all of the Parties in this case.  



9.  Staff has been informed that Southern Union and Kansas City Power & Light have no objection to this pleading.  
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