Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company's transfer of its Gas Supply function to a separate corporation.
	)))
	Case No. GO-2002-1099

	
	
	


Staff's RESPONSE To THE COMMISSION

CONCERNING MOTION TO COMPEL


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and in response to the Commission’s order directing filing states:

1.  Laclede Gas Company (LGC), is a gas corporation under the regulation of this Commission.  The Commission has broad powers to investigate the methods of the utilities under its regulation to assure safe and adequate service at just and reasonable rates. 

2   Section 393.140, RSMo (Supp. 2001) gives the Commission authority to investigate the methods employed by such gas corporations in supplying and distributing gas for heat or power.  Subsection 12 gives the Commission the authority to investigate, and apportion among affiliated regulated and non-regulated entities, the capitalization, earnings, debts and expenses of utilities.  The Commission, moreover, has the power to order such reasonable improvements as will best promote the public interest, preserve the public health and protect those using natural gas.  

3.  On June 28, 2002, Staff stated to the Commission that there were four primary issues that remained unanswered by Laclede’s initial response to the Staff’s request to open an investigation case.  This statement certainly did not indicate that there were only four remaining issues.  

4.  The Staff in attempting to complete its investigation therefore, asks the Commission to compel responses to the following data requests.

5.  As of Tuesday, October 15, 2002, Staff has not received full and complete responses to: 

3902   Please provided copies of all job descriptions/requirements for all gas supply 

employees after the May 2002 transfer.

3909   Please provide a list of all employees of LER.

3911   Please provide copies of all monthly bank statements for LER since 4-1-02.

3915   Please provide copies of all Board of Directors minutes since 1-1-00 for Laclede 

          Gas, the Laclede Group, LES and LER.

3942   Please provide a list of all LER customers.

3944   Please indicate and fully describe any services that LER is providing other than 

marketing services that are available on the same basis from other marketers that serve Laclede Gas end-user transportation customers.

6.  These data requests are intended to assist the investigation by providing a clearer picture about the nature of LES, one of the primary points of the investigation.  LES appears to be serving both LER and LGC.  The interests of LER and LGC are not necessarily the same and may create conflicts of interest between LES, LER and LGC.  Because of the Commission's requirement to review all common costs for cost allocation purposes, it is necessary to review data of non-regulated affiliates.
WHEREFORE, the Staff requests the Commission issue an order compelling Laclede 

to respond fully to the above listed Data Requests.
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