    STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 8th day of July, 2003.

In the Matter of Union Electric Company, d/b/a 
)

AmerenUE, and Its Tariff Filing to Implement a     
)
Case No. GR-2003-0517
General Rate Increase for Natural Gas Service
)

ORDER SETTING TEST YEAR AND 

CANCELING TRUE-UP AUDIT AND HEARING

Syllabus:  This order sets the test year and cancels the true-up audit and hearing.

On May 23, 2003, Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE, filed tariff sheets to implement a general rate increase.  The Commission issued a Suspension Order and Notice on June 3.  The Order and Notice ordered AmerenUE to file its recommendation concerning the proper test year and its request for a true-up audit and hearing by June 17.  The Order and Notice ordered the Staff of the Commission, the Office of the Public Counsel and intervenors to respond by July 1.

On June 17, AmerenUE filed its recommendation.  AmerenUE recommended the Commission set a test year consisting of the twelve months beginning January 1, 2002, and ending December 31, 2002, with updates for known and measurable changes through June 30, 2003.  AmerenUE did not request a true-up audit and hearing.  AmerenUE believes that the test year will reflect a proper matching of revenues, expenses, and rate base, and therefore reflect AmerenUE’s true cost of service when the new rates in this case become effective.

On June 24, Staff filed its recommendation.  Staff concurred with AmerenUE’s recommendations for the test year, and did not object to AmerenUE’s request for no true-up audit and hearing.  The Office of the Public Counsel, although a party to this case, has not participated or filed any pleadings on this issue.

The Commission has reviewed AmerenUE’s and Staff’s recommendation.  The Commission finds AmerenUE’s request reasonable, and will grant it.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the test year shall be the twelve-month period beginning January 1, 2002, and ending December 31, 2002, updated for known and measurable changes through June 30, 2003.

2. That the Commission shall cancel the true-up audit and hearing.

3. That this order shall become effective on July 18, 2003.




BY THE COMMISSION


Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Gaw, Forbis and Clayton, CC., concur

Pridgin, Regulatory Law Judge
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