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Staff's Recommendation

COMES NOW the Staff of the Public Service Commission of Missouri, and for its recommendation in this case states:
1.
On April 13, 2004, Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS filed its application for waiver of certain provisions of its tariff.  MPS seeks authority to make lump sum refunds to its customers of pipeline refunds that it has recently received.  MPS has received $1,667,122 from Southern Star Central Pipeline and $215,122 from Panhandle Eastern Pipeline.  MPS explains that absent the waiver, it must distribute the refund through its ACA factor when next revised.

2.
MPS also explains that it will make the refunds in proportion to usage in the past year for current firm sales customers, and that transportation customers who can establish that they were firm sales customers when the pipeline refunds accrued (1983-1988), will also receive refunds based upon usage in the last year.

3.
Staff has reviewed the application, and in the Staff memorandum, attached as Attachment A, recommends that the Commission grant the waiver.

4.
MPS has requested expedited treatment for its application, and the Staff concurs that the Commission should act as soon as is possible on the application.
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