BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the matter of tariff revisions of Missouri Gas 
)

Energy, a division of Southern Union Company, 
)


designed to increase rates for natural gas service
)
Case No. GR-2001-292

to customers in the Missouri service area of the
)

company.





)








PUBLIC COUNSEL’S RESPONSE TO PROPOSED CONTRACT


COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”) and for its Response To Proposed Contract states as follows:


1.
By Order dated January 30, 2004, the Commission ordered responses to the proposed contract by February 3, 2004.


2.
Public Counsel supports approval of the proposed contract but only with certain modifications.


3.
The first sentence of paragraph three of the proposed contract should be deleted and replaced with the following: “Assistance rendered by the MGE Extra Help program is funded entirely by ratepayers through monies provided to MGE pursuant to remaining funds from the .08 cent surcharge to the customer charge that expired on or about August 6, 2003.   Assistance rendered shall be within the timeframe provided by the Motion for Clarification approved by the Commission.”  Public Counsel requests this modification to accurately reflect the fact that ratepayers and not MGE are the source of funding for this program.  See: MGE Tariff 5th Revised Sheet No. 25 effective August 6, 2001.


4.
Public Counsel requests that numbered paragraph 10 in the Plan for Distribution of Funds through Charitable or Social Services Agencies be amended to require MAAC to provide Public Counsel and Staff with its reports that state the assistance provided by each participating agency.”  Thus, the first sentence of number paragraph 10 should read: “On a bi-monthly basis, MAAC will provide MGE, Public Counsel and Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission with its reports that state the assistance provided by each participating agency.”  Public Counsel requests this modification so that Public Counsel and Staff may also be able to monitor the program in a timely manner.


5.
Public Counsel requests that numbered paragraph 12 in the Plan for Distribution of Funds through Charitable or Social Services Agencies be amended to require MAAC to provide Public Counsel and Staff with a copy of the report of its outside auditor on all monies received and disbursed.  Thus, the last sentence of numbered paragraph 12 should read: “MAAC shall make available to MGE, and shall provide the Commission’s Staff and the Office of the Public Counsel a copy of the report of its outside auditor on all monies received and disbursed.”  Public Counsel requests this modification so that Public Counsel and Staff may be better able to monitor the program.


WHEREFORE: With the recommended modifications Public Counsel requests the Commission approve the contract.
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