BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Verified Application of Laclede Gas Company for an Order establishing Replacement Requirements for the Final Phase of its Unprotected Steel Mains Replacement Program Previously Approved Pursuant to Rule 4 CSR 240-40.030(15)(E).
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	Case No. GO-2003-0506




Status Report

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its Status Report (Report) respectfully states:

1.
On March 5, 2004, the Commission issued its Report And Order (Order) in the above-captioned case directing in ordered paragraph 4 that “…the Staff of the Commission shall file annual status reports regarding Laclede Gas Company’s progress with regards to the unprotected steel main replacement program…no later than May 5, 2004”.  Therefore, Staff submits its first Report updating the status of the replacement program of Laclede Gas Company (Laclede) for its unprotected steel mains (USM) that meet the criteria of 4 CSR 240-40.030(15)(E).

High Pressure Unprotected Steel Mains Under Wall To Wall Pavement (E)1. or Near Concentrations Of The General Public (E)2.

2.
Laclede had committed to replace 1,800 feet of USM annually that meet the criteria under subsections (E)1. and (E)2.    A total of 20,149 feet has been replaced that meet these criteria since the beginning of 1995 for a yearly average rate of replacement of 2,239 feet over a 9 year period.  During Fiscal Year 2003, Laclede completed the replacement of the last 1,310 feet of USM in the subsection (E)1. and (E)2. categories.  This portion of Laclede’s USM replacement program is complete.

Unprotected Steel Mains Applicable to All Other Categories (E)3. through (E)6.

3.
In the Application filed and approved in this case, Laclede committed to replace 10,000 feet of USM annually beginning in Fiscal Year 2003 that meet the criteria under subsections (E)3. through (E)6.  During Fiscal Year 2003, Laclede replaced 10,532 feet of USM that meet the criteria of subsections (E)3. through (E)6. for a total of 305,568 feet since the beginning of Fiscal Year 1991.  Therefore, the average rate of USM replacement has been 23,505 feet per year since the beginning of Fiscal Year 1991.  This portion of Laclede’s USM replacement program is ongoing and will continue to be monitored by Staff until all of these mains have been replaced.

Wherefore, the Staff submits its Status Report to the Commission as directed by the Commission Report And Order of March 5, 2004. 
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