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STAFF’S RESPONSE TO MOTION OF ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION AND ATMOS ENERGY MARKETING FOR DISMISSAL OF CERTAIN PARTIES  


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) by and through counsel, and respectfully states as follows: 

1.  On October 24, 2003, Staff filed a Motion to open a case with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission).  


2.  On December 9, 2003, the Commission issued its Order Opening Case, Adding Parties, Directing Notice and Setting Prehearing Conference (Order).   Pursuant to this Order, Greeley Gas Company (Order at 4), United Cities Gas Company (Order at 5), and Atmos Energy Corporation were made parties to this case (Order at 5). 


3.  On March 2, 2004, Atmos Energy Corporation and Atmos Energy Marketing filed a Motion for Dismissal of Certain Parties to this case (Motion).   


4.  In this Motion, Atmos Energy Corporation and Atmos Energy Services seek dismissal of Greeley Gas Company and United Cities Gas Company (Motion at 2).  Atmos Energy Corporation and Atmos Energy Services represent that Greeley Gas Company and United Cities Gas Company no longer exist as separate legal entities and are operated as divisions of Atmos Energy Corporation (Motion at 2).   Staff agrees with this representation and concurs that Greeley Gas Company and United Cities Gas Company should be dismissed as parties to this case.  


5.   In this Motion, Atmos Energy Corporation and Atmos Energy Services seek dismissal of Atmos Energy Services.  The Motion then sets out the history and evolution of Woodward Marketing, L.L.C., into Atmos Energy Services (Motion at 2-3).  Woodward Marketing, L.L.C. is a party to this case (Order at 6).  The Motion states that Atmos Energy Corporation now owns one hundred percent (100%) of Woodward Marketing, L.L.C. and that Woodward Marketing, L.L.C. changed its named to Atmos Energy Services in 2003.  Staff is also unsure if a certificate as an energy seller can be transferred without Commission authorization or recertification.  In any event, Staff objects to the dismissal of Woodward Marketing, L.L.C. as a party to this case.   Staff suggests that the Commission replace Woodward Marketing, L.L.C. as a party to this case with Atmos Energy Services.  In the alternative, Staff requests that the Commission make Atmos Energy Services a party to this case.  Staff believes that all currently certificated energy sellers should remain parties to this case since this docket concerns energy sellers.  Furthermore, Staff suggests that currently certificated energy sellers can provide perspective and assistance in this investigation.   



WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated above, Staff states that it has no objection to the dismissal of Greeley Gas Company and United Cities Gas Company as parties to this case.  Staff further requests that Woodward Marketing, L.L.C. be replaced by Atmos Energy Services as a party to this case or, in the alternative, that Atmos Energy Services be joined as a party to this case.  
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