Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the matter of the Application of Missouri Gas Utility, Inc. for a certificate of public convenience and necessity authorizing it to construct, install, own, operate, control, manage and maintain a natural gas distribution system to provide natural gas in parts of Harrison, Daviess and Caldwell Counties, to acquire the Gallatin and Hamilton, Missouri, Natural Gas Systems, and to encumber the acquired assets.
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	Case No. GO-2005-0120

	
	
	


PUBLIC COUNSEL’S RESPONSE TO STAFF’S 

RECOMMENDATION AND MEMORANDUM

COMES NOW The Office of the Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”) and for its Response to Staff’s Recommendation and Memorandum states as follows:

Public Counsel has reviewed Staff’s recommendation that the proposed transaction should be approved subject to conditions.  Due to the exigent circumstances and the need for the citizens served by this system to continue to receive safe and adequate service Public Counsel supports Staff’s recommendation.

Public Counsel would note that the short time frame and compressed time to review information pertaining to this transaction is not an ideal situation.  Public Counsel therefore recommends that the Commission, after approving this transfer, keep this case open or establish a new docket to deal with any issues that may arise because of the expedited nature of the transaction.

WHEREFORE, Public Counsel supports approval of this transfer subject to the conditions recommended by Staff.
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