BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Missouri Gas Utility,
)

Inc. for a Certificate of Public Convenience and

)

Necessity Authorizing It to Construct, Install, Own,
)

Operate, Control, Manage and Maintain a Natural Gas
)
Case No. GO-2005-0120

Distribution System to Provide Natural Gas Service in
)

Parts of Harrison, Daviess and Caldwell Counties, to
)

Acquire the Gallatin and Hamilton, Missouri, Natural
)

Gas Systems, and to Encumber the Acquired Assets.
)

ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

This order establishes the Commission’s standard protective order for use in this case.

On October 29, 2004, Missouri Gas Utility, Inc. (MGU), filed an application for a certificate to acquire certain Gallatin and Hamilton, Missouri, natural gas system assets and for approval to encumber the assets to be acquired.  On the same date, MGU filed a Motion for Protective Order.  In support thereof, MGU states that it is seeking to provide with its application, may seek to provide in testimony, and anticipates being asked through data requests to provide competitive pricing information and technical, financial and business information of a confidential or proprietary nature.  Additionally, MGU anticipates that other information which may be requested or utilized in testimony by other parties may contain customer-specific information, competitive pricing information, trade secrets and confiden​tial, technical, financial and business information or other material of a confidential or proprietary nature.  MGU states that public disclosure of this material may tend to harm the interests of the company, its employees, and its potential customers, and that none of the information for which a claim of confidentiality will be made can be found in any form in a public document.  MGU requests that the Commission issue its standard-form protective order.

Upon review of MGU’s motion, the Commission finds that there is a need to protect confidential information and the request for a protective order is reasonable.  The Commission has previously recognized the need to protect confidential information, and the issuance of protective orders has helped to minimize disputes in past cases.  Therefore, the Commission concludes that a protective order should be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Motion for Protective Order filed on October 29, 2004, by Missouri Gas Utility, Inc., is granted and the protective order attached to this order (Attachment A) is adopted.

2. That this order shall become effective on November 4, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 4th day of November, 2004.
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