
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

	In the matter of Atmos Energy Corporation’s Purchased Gas Adjustment Factors to be Reviewed in Its 

2000-2001 Actual Cost Adjustment.
	))))

	Case No. GR-2001-396

	In the matter of United Cities Gas

Company’s Purchased Gas Adjustment Tariff Revisions to be Reviewed in Its 

2000-2001 Actual Cost Adjustment.
	))))
	Case No. GR-2001-397


JOINT MOTION TO PERMIT STAFF TO FILE REVISED DIRECT TESTIMONY 

AND TO MODIFY PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE,
AND REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT
COME NOW the Staff ("Staff") of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”), Atmos Energy Corporation ("Company"), and Office of the Public Counsel ("Public Counsel") (collectively "the parties"), and respectfully state as follows:  


1.
On August 29, 2002, the Staff filed its recommendation following completion of the audit of the 2000-2001 Actual Cost Adjustment ("ACA") filing for what was formerly Atmos’ United Cities Gas Company division in Case No. GR-2001-397.  Similarly, on September 30, 2002, the Staff filed its recommendation following completion of the audit of the 2000-2001 ACA filing for Atmos Energy Corporation in Case No. GR-2001-396.
  In both cases, the Staff’s audit consisted of an analysis of the billed revenues and actual gas costs included in the Company’s computation of the ACA for the 2000-2001 ACA period.

2.
On November 20, 2002, the parties jointly filed a motion to consolidate Cases No. GR-2002-396 and GR-2002-397 on the grounds that the cases essentially involved the same issues.  That joint motion also requested Commission approval of the following modified procedural schedule in the event the Commission approved the consolidation:    


Direct Testimony by all parties—December 23, 2002


Rebuttal Testimony by all parties—January 24, 2003


List of Issues—February 21, 2003


Surrebuttal Testimony by all parties—February 28, 2003


Statements of Position—March 7, 2003  


Evidentiary Hearings—April 1-April 4, 2003


3.
On November 27, 2002, the Commission issued an order consolidating Cases No. GR-2002-396 and GR-2002-397 and adopting the above procedural schedule.


4.
Pursuant to the procedural schedule, the parties filed Direct testimony on December 23, 2002.  However, additional information received from the Company prompted Staff recently to re-examine the data it used to calculate the proposed Purchasing Practices adjustment for the Atmos Southeast Missouri Integrated System.  The re-examination revealed that there was a misunderstanding about some of the data, which caused the data to be incorrectly used in Staff’s worksheets.  As a consequence, a re-evaluation of the subject Purchasing Practices adjustment is required.  Staff anticipates that its re-evaluation will affect the December 23, 2002 Direct testimony of at least two of the three Staff witnesses.  The parties agree that the appropriate way to proceed is for the affected Staff witnesses to file Revised Direct testimony to reflect the correct Purchasing Practices adjustment and, since there is no corresponding need for Atmos to re-file its direct testimony, for the parties then to file rebuttal testimony on the basis of Atmos’s Direct testimony, filed December 23, 2002, and either the Revised Direct testimony or the original Direct testimony of the Staff witnesses, whichever is appropriate.
  

5.
Owing to the complexity of the issue, the Staff will need until January 31, 2003 to file its Revised Direct testimony.  Accordingly, the parties hereby request that the Commission authorize the Staff to file Revised Direct testimony and in connection therewith, approve the following modification to the remainder of the procedural schedule:


Revised Direct Testimony by Staff—January 31, 2003

Rebuttal Testimony by all parties—February 28, 2003


List of Issues—March 21, 2003


Surrebuttal Testimony by all parties—March 28, 2003


Statements of Position—April 4, 2003  


Evidentiary Hearings—April 8-April 11, 2003  


6.
The requested changes will necessitate only a one-week delay in the currently scheduled evidentiary hearings.  All parties to consolidated Case Nos. GR-2001-396 and GR-2001-397 concur in this Joint Motion, and inasmuch as the current procedural schedule calls for the filing of Rebuttal testimony on January 24, 2003, respectfully request that the Commission accord this Joint Motion expedited treatment. 

WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated, the Staff, Atmos Energy Corporation, and Public Counsel respectfully request that the Commission issue an Order permitting the Staff to file Revised Direct testimony on January 31, 2003, and further modifying the procedural schedule as requested herein.  In addition, the parties respectfully request that the Commission afford expedited treatment to this joint motion.

Respectfully submitted,

DANA K. JOYCE

General Counsel

	/s/ Dennis L. Frey 

____________________________________
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Attorney for Atmos Energy Corporation

	/s/ Douglas E. Micheel 
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Senior Public Counsel
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Certificate of Service
I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, transmitted by facsimile or e-mailed to all counsel of record this 21st day of January 2003.








/s/ Dennis L. Frey
____________________________________

� Since October 1, 2002, Atmos Energy Corporation has operated all of its various divisions using the name of "Atmos Energy."  For purposes of the tariff currently in effect in Missouri, the former United Cities Gas Company division, which is the subject of Case No. GR-2001-397, is now referred to as "Area P" (Palmyra area) and "Area U" (remaining areas of United Cities division; i.e., Hannibal/Canton, Bowling Green, and Neelyville).   The Atmos division, which is the subject of Case No. GR-2001-396, services the area formerly operated by Associated Natural Gas Company, and is now referred to in the Atmos tariff as "Areas B, K, and S" (Butler, Kirksville, and SEMO areas, respectively).  


� If a Staff witness files Revised Direct testimony, his or her original Direct testimony, filed December 23, 2002, will have been superseded and will, therefore, not be offered into evidence at the evidentiary hearings in this proceeding.
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