
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

	In the matter of Atmos Energy Corporation’s Purchased Gas Adjustment Factors to be Reviewed in Its 

2000-2001 Actual Cost Adjustment.
	))))

	Case No. GR-2001-396

	In the matter of United Cities Gas

Company’s Purchased Gas Adjustment Tariff Revisions to be Reviewed in Its 

2000-2001 Actual Cost Adjustment.
	))))
	Case No. GR-2001-397



JOINT MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE CASES

AND MODIFY PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

COME NOW Atmos Energy Corporation ("Company"), the Staff ("Staff") of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) and Office of the Public Counsel ("Public Counsel")(collectively "the parties"), and pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.080 and 4 CSR 240-2.110(3), file their Joint Motion To Consolidate Cases And Modify Procedural Schedule.  In support, the parties respectfully state:


1.
On August 29, 2002, the Staff filed its recommendation following completion of the audit of the 2000-2001 Actual Cost Adjustment ("ACA") filing for what was formerly Atmos’ United Cities Gas Company division in Case No. GR-2001-397.  Similarly, on September 30, 2002, the Staff filed its recommendation following completion of the audit of the 2000-2001 ACA filing for Atmos Energy Corporation in Case No. GR-2001-396.
  In both cases, the Staff’s audit consisted of an analysis of the billed revenues and actual gas costs included in the Company’s computation of the ACA for the 2000-2001 ACA period.  


2.
In the "Purchasing Practices" section of the Staff recommendations in Case Nos. GR-2001-396 and GR-2001-397, Staff recommended disallowances related to the Company's hedging and storage practices.  The analysis contained in both Staff recommendations related to these issues is similar.  Likewise, the Company has filed in each of these two cases responses that address the respective Staff recommendations in a similar fashion.


3.
Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.110(3) provides:

When pending actions involve related questions of law or fact, the commission may order a joint hearing of any or all the matters at issue, and may make other orders concerning cases before it to avoid unnecessary costs or delay.


4.
Case Nos. GR-2001-396 and GR-2001-397 involve common questions of law and fact in that both cases involve the Company's Purchased Gas Adjustment Factors to be Audited in Actual Cost Adjustments for its various divisions.  More specifically, the primary adjustments at issue in both cases involve common questions of law and fact related to the Company's purchasing practices.
 


5.
After discussing this matter with their counsel, the parties recommend that Case Nos. GR-2001-396 and GR-2001-397 be consolidated to promote judicial economy, since the parties could largely avoid duplicating their testimony on the gas purchasing issues and there would be a single evidentiary hearing to resolve all issues in the consolidated case.  Further efficiencies would result from the single briefing schedule to follow the consolidated hearings.  

6.
In addition, in order to accommodate discovery in the consolidated ACA cases involving Missouri Gas Energy (Case Nos. GR-2001-382, GR-2000-425, GR-99-304 and GR-98-167) currently pending before the Commission, as well as other scheduling conflicts, and to facilitate preparation for the consolidated case here proposed, the parties recommend that the Commission modify the existing procedural schedules in Case Nos. GR-2001-396 and GR-2001-397, and adopt the following procedural schedule in the consolidated case:


Direct Testimony by all parties—December 23, 2002


Rebuttal Testimony by all parties—January 24, 2003


List of Issues—February 21, 2003


Surrebuttal Testimony by all parties—February 28, 2003


Statements of Position—March 7, 2003  


Evidentiary Hearings—April 1-April 4, 2003


7.
Irrespective of the Commission’s ruling on this Motion, the Staff is in a position of having to accommodate a discovery process in the aforementioned MGE cases that now includes the taking of depositions.  Accordingly, in the event that the Commission elects to deny this Motion to consolidate Case Nos. GR-2001-396 and GR-2001-397 and to modify the procedural schedule as proposed herein, the parties respectfully request, in the alternative, that the Commission delay the deadline for the filing of direct testimony in Case No. GR-2001-397 (currently December 13, 2002) until December 23, 2002.  (Note: The parties believe that corresponding delays in the subsequent portion of the GR-2001-397 procedural schedule, if consolidation is not granted, would not be necessary.)  


8.
All parties to Case Nos. GR-2001-396 and GR-2001-397 concur in this Joint Motion, and, inasmuch as the current procedural schedule in Case No. GR-2001-396 calls for the filing of Direct testimony on December 3, 2002, respectfully request that the Commission grant this Joint Motion as expeditiously as possible.  

WHEREFORE, Atmos Energy Corporation, Staff and Public Counsel respectfully request that the Commission issue its Order Consolidating Cases and Modifying Procedural Schedule, as requested herein.  In the alternative, the parties request that the Commission issue an order granting a delay in the deadline for filing Direct testimony in Case No. GR-2001-397 until December 23, 2002. 

Respectfully submitted,

DANA K. JOYCE
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� Since October 1, 2002, Atmos Energy Corporation has operated all of its various divisions using the name of "Atmos Energy."  For purposes of the tariff currently in effect in Missouri, the former United Cities Gas Company division, which is the subject of Case No. GR-2001-397, is now referred to as "Area P" (Palmyra area) and "Area U" (remaining areas of United Cities division; i.e., Hannibal/Canton, Bowling Green, and Neelyville).   The Atmos division, which is the subject of Case No. GR-2001-396, services the area formerly operated by Associated Natural Gas Company, and is now referred to in the Atmos tariff as "Areas B, K, and S" (Butler, Kirksville, and SEMO areas, respectively).  


� Although Agency Fees and Overrun Gas issues are still contested in Case No. GR-2001-396, the parties believe that, in the event these issues do not settle, they will be easily accommodated in a consolidated hearing. 
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