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PROCEEDI NGS

JUDGE CLARK: We'll go on the record now. It
is January 7, 2019. The current tinme is 10:09 a. m
We're getting a little bit of a late start today. The
wrong room was opened by m stake, and the court reporter
had to nove over to this roomand get re-set up again in
Room 310 of the Governor O fice Building.

The Comm ssion has set aside this tinme today
for a Procedural Conference in the case captioned as In
the Matter of Union Electric d/b/a Areren Mssouri's
Tariffs to Increase Its Revenues for Natural Gas
Service, File No. GR-2019-0077.

Anybody who's going to be speaking today, |'m
going to ask that you be sure that your m ke is on
because we've got several people participating by phone
and | want to be sure that everybody is adequately able
to hear. |I'mgoing to start by asking the parties
to enter their appearance. |'mJohn Cark. I'mthe
Regul atory Law Judge for this proceedi ng today.

Starting appearances with Ameren M ssouri ?

M5. GRUBBS: (Good norning, Your Honor. This
is Jermai ne G ubbs appearing on behalf of Union Electric
Conpany d/ b/a Ameren M ssouri .

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. Fromthe Conmm ssion

staff?

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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MR. BERLIN:. Yes, Judge. Let the record
refl ect Robert S. Berlin appearing on behalf of the
staff of the M ssouri Public Service Conm ssion at the
Comm ssion's Jefferson City offices. The court reporter
has all the contact information.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. O fice of the Public
Counsel ?

M5. SHEMAELL: Good norning. Thank you,
Judge. Lera Shemwell and Caleb Hall representing the
O fice of the Public Counsel and the public, and the
court reporter has our information. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. The M ssouri
Di vision of Energy has no attorney present today but
does have staff here. I'mnoting that for the record.

M ssouri Industrial Energy Consuners?

MR. MLLS: Yes, Judge. This is Lewis MIIs
appeari ng on behalf of M ssouri Industrial Energy
Consuners. My address is 221 Bolivar Street, Jefferson
Cty, Mssouri 65101. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. The M ssouri School
Boards' Associ ati on?

MR. BROMLEE: Let the record show the
appearance of Richard Brownl ee. The court reporter has
my | ocation data, and with nme today is M ke Parnell,

representative of the Mssouri School Boards'

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
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Associ ation. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. The National Housing
Trust?

MR. LI NHARES:. Yes, thank you, Judge.
Appeari ng by phone on behal f of the National Housing
Trust, Andrew Linhares. M address is 3115 South G and,
Suite 600, St. Louis, Mssouri 63118.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. From Renew M ssouri ?

MR. OPI TZ: Thank you, Judge. For Renew
M ssouri, TimQOpitz. M address is 409 Vandi ver Drive,
Building 5, Suite 205, Colunbia, Mssouri 65202.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. And Spire M ssouri?

MR. ZUCKER: Thank you, Judge Cark. Rick
Zucker, Z-u-c-k-e-r, appearing on behalf of Spire
M ssouri, Inc.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you. |s there anybody
|'ve m ssed?

MR. BROMLEE: Judge, Richard Brownl ee again

| was rem ss al so not

t he call
JUDGE CLARK:
MR, ERVI N:

to nention that Louie Ervin i s on

Wi th us today al so.

M. Ervin, you're present?

Yes, Your Honor. Loui e Ervin.

l["'mwith Latham Ervin & Associ at es.

JUDGE CLARK:

prelimnary matters or

Thank you. Are there any

pending notions at this tine? |

TI GER

WAV TI GERCR. COM
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see no hands. |1'mgoing to go over a few things.

The Comm ssion staff originally had requested
that the parties put together a procedural schedul e and
have it presented on Friday so that we could tal k about
that today if there are any changes. The Commi ssion
staff filed a notion indicating that they wanted an
extension of that tine and that the usual practice
before the Conm ssion was that this is a tine when there
are nunerous and diverse parties that they neet and put
t oget her a procedural schedule. That notion was granted
and a procedural schedule is due January 14, 20109.

Oiginally I had been thinking of a late
August the 30th date for an evidentiary hearing. |
believe | had put that in. After considering what a
briefing schedule m ght be and | ooki ng at the nunber of
parties that were involved, what I'mgoing to ask is
t hat any procedural schedul e have no hearing that ends
past the end of July. So I don't want to be going into
August for an evidentiary hearing. So when you're
desi gni ng your procedural schedule, |ook at the end of
July as the | ast possible hearing date.

The second thing I want to discuss, because
there were two things submtted in regards to it, were
| ocal public hearings. And | received suggestions for

di scussi ons of |ocal public hearings, a very well

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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written notion considering that | extended the tinme for
t he procedural schedul e and you proposed, | believe, six
potential |ocations; is that correct?

M5. SHEMAELL: Actually we're not proposing
t hose | ocations for public hearings specifically but
sinply suggested that those were the | ocations where
heari ngs have been held in the past. It's been since
2010 that there's been an Aneren gas case, and | just
wanted to open up the locations for the di scussions of
the parties to see what everyone would find to be
suitable. W' re not suggesting seven |ocal public
heari ngs by any neans, but we did not feel confortable
maki ng the deci sion ourselves whether or not to set one
for central Mssouri if that woul d be adequate and al so
to discuss -- we didn't have the attendance nunbers at
the tine we filed this, but I just wanted to nention
that those were possibilities in Areren's territory just
for consideration. | was not recommendi ng that many
public hearings for this snall case but just that that
woul d cover Anmeren's territory.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. And there may have been
sone msunderstanding there. Staff filed a notion
i ndi cating that due to the | ow nunber of turnout at
several of the locations, | believe they cited Cape

G rardeau as having zero attendance, Wentzville as

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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havi ng zero attendance, Col unbia as having four,
Jefferson Gty as having three and Mexi co as havi ng ni ne
at the last rate case. They were suggesting that sone
of those places m ght not be necessarily good | ocations.
|s that correct, M. Berlin?

MR. BERLIN: That's correct, Judge. And staff
has reconmmended that we have one | ocal public hearing
with the possibility if the Conm ssion so directs having
a second one as stated in ny response to public
counsel's filing.

JUDGE CLARK: Is there any other party that
would like to weigh in on that?

M5. SHEMAELL: | would like to weigh in
further if I mght. Public counsel is obviously
interested in involving the public, and we would like to
explore a variety of ways of reaching the public nore
effectively so that they can participate in sonme way,
and we would like to suggest that the Conm ssion
consider taking official notice of witten coments that
are filed in the case and that all of Aneren's customners
be notified of the ability to file either with the
Comm ssion or submt comrents in sone way if they can't
or are just not able to attend a | ocal public hearing.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Wen you say "official

notice," are you tal king about |ike as evidence at an

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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evidentiary hearing?

M5. SHEMAELL: Well, I'mthinking that that's
what we were thinking. W just discussed it briefly
this nmorning. Public counsel can submt those attached
to testinony so that they would conme into the record.

JUDGE CLARK: | don't see any need to address
t hat today.

M5. SHEMAELL: Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: In regard to |ocations, however,
| do have sone concerns about potential |eaving out any
area of Aneren's service area. Wen | | ooked at the map
this nmorning, | saw four essentially distinct service
areas relevant to this. Wat | was currently thinking,
and since | don't want to | eave any of those out and it
has been a substantial period of tinme since the | ast
rate increase, | was thinking Rolla, Wentzville, Cape
G rardeau and either a hearing in Jefferson City or
Col unbi a.

Now, that contenplates four hearings and I|'|
leave it to the parties to discuss anong thensel ves
whet her they want to do Jefferson Gty or Colunbia. |I'm
not opposed to reducing it to three if the parties can
substantially agree, but right now I'mthinking four is
a good nunber and that does hit all the service areas.

Now, with that |1'd asked -- Several parties

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 10
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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| ast week, and they're on the phone, several parties
asked to have a call-in nunber established so that they
could call in and participate in today's hearing and a
call-in nunber was established. | believe |I have that
call -in nunber open until noon. That will give the
parties an opportunity to discuss at |least in a genera
way the |laying down of a procedural schedule for this
case.

That being said, are there any other issues
that need to be taken up by the Commi ssion at this tine?

MR, BERLIN. Judge, 1'd like to nmake a conment
on a procedural schedule. You may not be aware of it
but | ast week Ameren and staff had worked to put
t oget her a procedural schedul e based upon previous
Comm ssion orders, and all parties should have a copy of
the draft that Ameren and staff had agreed upon and done
for the purpose of facilitating discussion today.

Al t hough you had just changed, | want to nmake sure |'m
correct, that no evidentiary hearings to be held in
August but the end of July.

JUDGE CLARK: That's correct. That's because
|"mcontenplating a briefing schedule. | guess | hadn't
initially factored that into account.

MR. BERLIN. Because in the proposal that |

had circulated to the parties | had put in we had

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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drafted and cone to sone dates for a briefing schedul e,
for exanple, and I'Il just give this to you for your
information. Initial post-hearing briefs would be due
Septenber 13, reply and true-up briefs Septenber 20,
Commi ssi on order by Septenber 30, operation of |aw date
Novenber 2.

JUDGE CLARK: The problem | have with that is,
as you said, the operation of lawis Novenber. To allow
the potentiality for a 30-day notice on that, | really
have to have an order done by the begi nning of
Septenber. So I'mgoing to stick by no evidentiary
heari ng past the end of July. So I know that neans
you're going to have to rework what you and Ameren
agreed on, but as was put in staff's notion that's part
of today's hearing is an opportunity for everybody to
get sone input and di scuss the procedural schedul e and
submt sonething that will work for all the parties and
will work for ne.

MR, HALL: Your Honor, just for clarification,
public counsel noticed that July 31 falls on a
Wednesday. |Is July 31 a hard deadline that you do not
want an evidentiary past that time or is the
understandi ng that we could have if it need be hearing
dat es opened on the Thursday and Friday follow ng that

date on August 1 and 27

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662
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JUDGE CLARK: | think that's a good question.
| think that's a reasonable question. | think that when
"' mlooking at the potentiality of two weeks for
hearings is what |'mthinking. So if I'mlooking at a
t wo- week heari ng schedul e and Thursday and Friday fall
past that date, | think that would be fine.

MR. HALL: Thank you, Your Honor.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Is there anybody el se
with any comments or questions or anything that needs to
cone before the Commi ssion at this tine?

MR. BROMNLEE: Richard Brownl ee.

JUDGE CLARK: Yes.

MR. BROMLEE: | had one comment. It's
probably a keen sense of the obvious but right now the
Comm ssion there's about four or five cases going on,
whet her the tax cases and other rate cases, and | woul d
only ask that the parties working on this scheduling try
to take a peek at that or keep that in mnd too because
what's going to happen I'mfearful is we're going to end
up putting four or five of these cases together and
we're all going to be here for about three nonths at a
time or sonething. | know that's hard to do. | don't
t hi nk anybody el se has got schedul es yet but at |east |
think it's something we should be m ndful, because |

know t hat has occasionally happened in the past when

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662

13



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

GR-2019- 0077

we' ve just been inundated with too many things to barely
keep them straight. That's all | have to say.

JUDGE CLARK: That's true. There's a |ot
going on right now There's also as we're | ooking out
towards this there are things in August |ike the MARC
conference that could nean that the conm ssioners are
going to be out of town, things like that. Ofice of
Public Counsel, is there a tinme period on these |ocal
publ i c hearings?

M5. SHEMAELL: We typically do them | think
after rebuttal, and that's sonething we were going to
| ook at today. At |east after direct so that the
parties' positions are better known. W don't want to
do them before direct because we want to be able to tell
the public what the file positions are. W could
certainly agree to do them after direct and even before
rebuttal if the schedule requires that.

JUDGE CLARK: | don't think -- | think that
answered ny question but nmy question was nore do we have
any deadlines by |aw.

M5. SHEMAELL: | don't think so. Thank you.

JUDGE CLARK: Al right. |If there's nothing
further, I wll adjourn this hearing. W'Il go off the
record and that will give the parties an opportunity to

tal k today and work out a procedural schedule. You can

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC 14
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nove the speaker phone up here to wherever it best suits
all of you. Thank you for your appearances today. And
| wll look forward to seeing a procedural schedule on
t he 14t h.

M5. SHEMAELL: Thank you.

(Of the record.)

TI GER COURT REPORTI NG LLC
WAV TI GERCR. COM  573. 999. 2662

15



© 00 N oo o0 A~ W DN PP

N NN N NN P B P P P P PP P
o M W N P O © 00 N O O » W N P O

GR-2019- 0077

CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
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