BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of City Utilities of Springfield, Missouri,
)

Concerning an Incident at the Frisco Building at the
)
Case No. GS-2004-0040

Ozark Empire Fairgrounds.



)

THIRD ORDER DIRECTING FILING

Syllabus:  This order directs the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission to file additional information.

On July 22, 2003, the Commission opened this case for the purpose of investigating a natural gas explosion that occurred at the Frisco Building on the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds in Springfield, Missouri.  The Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a Gas Incident Report on December 16, 2003.

In its report, Staff states that it did not find any violations of the Commission’s rules that may have contributed to the incident.  Staff also states, however, that “improper” backfill was present.  The Commission would like clarification of the Staff’s report.  In addition, the Commission would like information from Staff regarding the relationship of the new case investigating the plastic mains and service
 and the current case.

Some of the questions that the Commission would like answered are:

1.
How is the new general investigation of plastic pipe related to the current case?  Is there any additional information regarding the specific incident that Staff expects to learn in Case No. GS‑2004‑0257?

2.
Is it the Commission’s role in investigating this incident to determine who placed the improper backfill?

3.
Is there any additional information or investigation that can be done to determine who placed the improper backfill?  And if so, what would that investigation entail?

4.
Explain the conclusions of Staff that “improper” backfill was present, yet no violations of the pipeline safety regulations contributed to the incident.

Staff may include any additional clarification or information in its additional report.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission shall file an additional report no later than March 18, 2004.

That this order shall become effective on February 27, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 27th day of February, 2004.

� Case No. GS-2004-0257.
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