BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Aquila Networks – MPS’
 
)


Purchased Gas Adjustment factors to be reviewed
)
Case No. GR-2001-461

in its 2000-2001 Actual Cost Adjustment.

)

PUBLIC COUNSEL’S STATEMENT OF POSITION


COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”) and, in compliance with the Missouri Public Service Commission’s (“Commission”) Second Order Adopting Amended Procedural Schedule, provides the following statements of position as to those issues identified in the Proposed List of Issues, Order of Witnesses and Order of Cross-Examination:

LIST OF CONTESTED ISSUES

A.
Should the winter storage withdrawal months (Nov. through Mar.) for MPS’s Northern System be priced at the prior month weighted average cost of gas (WACOG) as advocated by Staff or at the current month WACOG as advocated by MPS?

OPC Position:
Public Counsel supports the Staff position.

B.
Should gas costs be reduced in the amount of $197,771 to reflect Staff’s proposed purchasing practices adjustment for inadequate hedged volumes on the Eastern System, or should gas costs on MPS’s Eastern System be reduced in the amount of $330,406 and increased on MPS’s Southern System by $330,406 to reflect MPS’s intentions to have purchased less Southern System hedged volumes and more Eastern System hedged volumes?

OPC Position:
Public Counsel supports the Staff position.

Appendix A       

C.
Were MPS’s decision related to its use of flowing gas and storage withdrawals on its Southern System during the 2000-2001 Actual Cost Adjustment period imprudent?  If so, what is the appropriate adjustment to gas costs?

OPC Position:
Public Counsel supports the Staff position.
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