BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s Tariff
)
Case No. GR-99-315

to Revise Natural Gas Rate Schedules.

)

ORDER ADOPTING PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

On May 4, 2004, the Commission directed that this matter be set for hearing on July 16, 2004, and also set a prehearing conference.  On May 14, 2004, Laclede Gas Company filed a motion requesting that the Commission reconsider its determination to take additional evidence on this matter.  In addition, Laclede suggests that the Commission open a generic docket to set its policy regarding depreciation issues.

The parties met at a prehearing conference on May 17, 2004.  At the conference, the parties requested that, if held, the hearing in this matter be set for a later date and allow for more time.  The parties were directed to file a proposed procedural schedule and to file responses to Laclede’s motion for reconsideration.  On June 14, 2004, the parties filed a unanimous procedural recommendation.  On that same date, Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel filed responses to the motion for reconsideration.  Laclede and Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE, filed a reply to those responses on June 21, 2004.

The Commission has reviewed the proposed procedural schedule and finds it to be reasonable.  The Commission will adopt the procedural schedule as set out below.  The Commission will issue a separate ruling addressing the issues raised in the motions and responses.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the hearing in this matter set for July 16, 2004, is rescheduled as set out below.

2. That the unanimous proposed procedural schedule as set out by the parties is adopted.  

3. That the following procedural schedule is adopted:

Supplemental Direct Testimony
August 20, 2004

(Simultaneous)

Supplemental Rebuttal Testimony
September 10, 2004

(Simultaneous)

Evidentiary Hearing
September 22-24, 2004


Beginning at 8:30 a.m.

4. That the hearing will be held at the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, in Room 310. The Governor Office Building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Anyone needing additional accommoda​tions to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commis​sion’s Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the prehearing.

That this order shall become effective on June 24, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 24th day of June, 2004.
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