STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 6th day of August, 2002.

In the Matter of the Purchased Gas Adjustment Factors
)

of UtiliCorp United Inc., d/b/a St. Joseph Light & Power
)
Case No. GR-2001-497
Company, to be Reviewed in Its 2000-2001 Actual Cost
)
Tariff No. 200200347
Adjustment.







)

ORDER ESTABLISHING ACA BALANCE

Syllabus:

This order directs the company to establish specified Actual Cost Adjustment balances in its next Actual Cost Adjustment
 filing.

Actual Cost Adjustment Balances:

On June 28, 2002, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a pleading regarding its review of the ACA filing of Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks-L&P (formerly UtiliCorp United Inc., d/b/a St. Joseph Light & Power Company).  However, Staff inadvertently left off Appendix A, the actual memorandum.  Therefore, on July 5, 2002, Staff filed a motion requesting that it be allowed to file its memorandum out of time.  By order issued July 11, 2002, the Commission granted Staff’s request to file out of time.

In its recommendation and memorandum, Staff notes that the Company provides natural gas service to approximately 6,400 sales customers in the counties of Atchison, Nodaway, and Holt, in the northwest portion of the state.  Staff’s review included an analysis of the billed revenues and actual gas costs used in the Company’s computation of the ACA rates.  Staff states that a comparison of billed revenue recovery with actual gas costs will result in an overrecovery or underrecovery of the ACA, Refund and Transition Cost balances.  Staff also reviewed SJLP’s gas purchasing practices to determine the prudence of the Company’s purchasing decisions.  Based upon its review, Staff determined that no adjust​ments to the ACA, Refund or Transition Cost balances were necessary.

Staff recommended that the Commission issue an order requiring the Company to establish the following account balances in its next ACA filing to reflect the (over)/under‑recovery of ACA, Refund and Transition Cost balances to be (refunded)/collected from the ratepayers as of August 31, 2001:

	
	Balance per Company’s Filing
	Staff Adjustments
	Ending Balances

	ACA
	$471,493.45
	$ 0
	$471,493.45

	Refund
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 0

	Transition Cost
	$8,780.13
	$ 0
	$8,780.13


On July 24, 2002, the Company filed its response to Staff’s recommendation.  The Company states that since Staff has made no adjustments in the filing submitted by the Company and has correctly reproduced the filing, the Company is in agreement with Staff’s recommendation.  The Company requests that the Commission issue an order establishing the balances as contained in Staff’s recommendation and, since there is nothing further to be considered, issue an order closing the case.

The Commission has reviewed the Staff recommendation and memorandum and the Company’s response, and determines that the ending balances shown in Staff’s recommendation are reasonable and should be approved.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks‑L&P (formerly UtiliCorp United Inc., d/b/a St. Joseph Light & Power Company) shall establish the Actual Cost Adjustment account balances in its next Actual Cost Adjustment filing as discussed herein.
2. That this order shall become effective on August 16, 2002.

3. That this case may be closed on August 17, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe,

Gaw, and Forbis, CC., concur.

Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge

� The “Actual Cost Adjustment” is generally referred to in the industry by the acronym “ACA”.
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