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DISSENTING OPINION OF COMMISSIONER STEVE GAW

This Commissioner dissents from the Majority Order because it fails to require

City Utilities to take sufficient corrective action on certain plastic lines in its gas delivery

system . The Staff report with which the Majority has directed CU's compliance does not

set forth requirements for the replacement of all brittle, leaking, or unsafe pipe, unless it

is covered with rock backfill . By ignoring that the pipe itself is defective, and focusing

only on pipe laid in rock, the Commission fails to adequately protect citizens against

potentially dangerous situations, where pipe that was declared defective (recalled) is still

servicing communities .

This Order only specified that a leak survey would be conducted . This is not

enough . The Commission needs to also order a firm pipe replacement plan and extensive

testing of pipe to determine whether it is safe under normal conditions .

	

Furthermore,

based upon the finding of additional rock backfill since its initial investigation, there is a

need for Staff to further investigate and evaluate whether CU violated any Commission

rules regarding the placement of rock backfill in and around these pipes . For these

reasons I continue to dissent .


