BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Southern   )

Union Company d/b/a Missouri Gas Energy    )

For Authority to Acquire Directly or                )

Indirectly Up to and Including One Hundred   )

Case No. GM-2003-0238

Percent  (100%) of the Equity Interests            )

Of Panhandle Eastern Pipeline Company,        )

Including Its Subsidiaries, and to Take All       )

Other Actions Reasonably Necessary to           )

Effectuate Said Transaction.                             )

MOTION FOR ISSUANCE OF INTERVENTION NOTICE AND

FOR TECHNICAL CONFERENCE
COMES NOW Staff of the Public Service Commission of Missouri, and for its motion states:

1.  On January 14, 2003 Southern Union Company d/b/a Missouri Gas Energy (Southern Union) filed its application to acquire an unspecified equity interest in Panhandle Eastern Pipeline.  Southern Union also filed its motion of expedited treatment of its application.

2.  In order to facilitate expeditious consideration of Southern Union’s application, Staff asks the Commission to shorten the time for interventions in this case from the 30 days provided by 4 CSR 240-2.075.  Staff suggests that the Commission issue its notice requiring persons desiring to intervene to do so not later than Friday, January 24, 2003.

3.   In order to further expedite the proceedings in this case, Staff also recommends to the Commission that, assuming an intervention deadline of January 24, it convene a technical conference in this case on Tuesday, January 28, 2003.  At the technical conference the parties can address the needs of intervenors; a procedural schedule; and alternate discovery methods (e.g., taped interviews, use of due diligence material) to speed the review process.

4.  Counsel for Staff has consulted with counsel for Southern Union and counsel for the Office of the Public Counsel, and neither party objects to Staff’s motions.

WHEREFORE, Staff respectfully asks the Commission to promptly issue its order on interventions, and to schedule a technical conference.
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