BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s Tariff
)
Case No. GR-99-315

to Revise Natural Gas Rate Schedules.

)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On June 14, 2004, the Office of the Public Counsel filed its Response to Laclede Gas Company’s Motion for Reconsideration.  In its response, Public Counsel stated “that the issues presented on remand may be moot.”
  Laclede filed a reply in which it denies the issue is moot, stating that “[w]hile . . . relief would need to be timed in a manner that did not unfairly penalize any party, it is simply incorrect to suggest that the Commission is powerless to take any effective action in this case.”
  Staff had previously stated that in its opinion, the Commission could “direct Laclede to book different depreciation rates.”

The Commission needs additional guidance on the issue of mootness in order to determine if there is any relief that it can grant to Laclede in this matter.  Thus, the Commis​sion will direct the parties to brief it on the issue of mootness and how the specific facts of this case allow the Commission to continue.  In their briefs, the parties should explain how the company’s Depreciation Expense, Depreciation Accrual, Rate Base, or any other accounts will be affected by a Commission decision in this matter.  The parties should be as specific as possible and include facts as necessary from the subsequent rate cases to explain how Laclede’s current accounts may be affected by a Commission decision.  If a party believes the issue is moot, then it should also provide authority, if any, for the Commission proceeding to hear a moot issue.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That no later than August 9, 2004, the parties shall file briefs as described above.

That this order shall become effective on August 8, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 29th day of July, 2004.

� Public Counsel Response, filed June 14, 2004, para. 6.


� Reply to Responses of Staff and Public Counsel, filed June 21, 2004, para. 3.


� Staff’s Response to Laclede’s Motion for Reconsideration, filed June 14, 2004, para. 5.
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