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Staff Recommendation
COMES NOW the Staff (“Staff”) of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”) in the above-captioned matter and for its recommendation states as follows:


1.  On December 19, 2002, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos), filed tariff sheets proposed to be effective January 1, 2003.  On December 23, 2002, Atmos filed substitute tariff sheets to change the proposed effective date from January 1, 2003 to January 6, 2003 in order to incorporate changes suggested by Staff.  The filing was made to reflect changes in Company’s Purchased Gas Adjustment (“PGA”) factors for the remainder of the winter season.    


2.  Staff has reviewed the proposed tariff sheet, and recommends that it be approved effective January 6, 2003.  The recommendations of the Energy Department are attached as Attachment A (Area G, File No. JG-2003-1253), Attachment B (Areas Bowling Green District, Hannibal/Canton District, Palmyra District, Neelyville District, File No. JG-2003-1254) and Attachment C (Areas B, S, and K, File No. JG-2003-1250).  Staff notes that good cause has been shown pursuant to §393.140 (11) RSMo 2002 to permit the tariff to become effective on less than thirty days notice. This also is in compliance with Atmos’ Commission-approved PGA clause allowing for a minimum of ten-10) business days notice for PGA change filings.  Staff believes that this constitutes good cause.   Staff also recommends that the rates be interim, subject to refund.  

WHEREFORE, the Staff recommends that the Commission approve the proposed tariff sheets.  
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