Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of an Incident at 3441 Chestnut Avenue in Kansas City, Missouri.
	)))
	   Case No. GS-2003-0468


Staff's Reply and Recommendation


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) by and through counsel, and in accordance with the Commission’s orders, states as follows:

1.
On June 15, 2004, the Commission issued its Second Order Directing Response (Second Order) directing Missouri Gas Energy (MGE) to file a response no later than August 2nd to Staff’s recommendations that were contained in the Staff Investigation Report filed on June 2, 2004.   On August 2nd, MGE filed Missouri Gas Energy’s Response to Investigation Report.  The Commission’s Second Order directed Staff to file its reply no later than September 2, 2004.

2.
The Staff has thoroughly analyzed MGE’s response and actions along with the additional information supplied by the Kansas City Water Service Department.  Staff’s reply and recommendation is contained in Staff’s Memorandum attached hereto as Appendix A and is incorporated by reference herein.  Because MGE has agreed to and implemented Staff’s recommendations and because Staff has found no evidence that MGE had prior knowledge of an excavation near 3441 Chestnut Avenue, the Staff recommends that this case be closed.   

WHEREFORE, based upon the foregoing reasons, the Staff recommends that the Commission issue an order closing this case.
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