BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Review of the Purchased Gas
)

Adjustment Clauses in the Tariffs of Local Distribution
)
Case No. GO-2002-452

Companies.




)

ORDER SETTING SECOND PREHEARING CONFERENCE

The Commission established this case to review the Purchased Gas Adjustment Clause process.  The parties to the case have been negotiating multiple issues and have been periodically informing the Commission of the progress of these negotiations. 

In its most recent Status Report, filed March 17, 2003, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission informed the Commission that the parties have reached agreement on multiple issues in this case.  Staff also stated that some of the parties have reached an impasse as to the issue of the annual gas supply plan information and format. Staff suggested that this issue be addressed in a separate case.  Also, Staff stated that a least one of the parties disagrees with the Deferred Carrying Cost Balance approach to track over or under recovery balances for gas costs.  

No formal agreement has been presented to or approved by the Commission regarding revisions to the PGA process.  Furthermore, this case remains a contested case and no reason has been given showing that it is necessary to create a separate case to address the remaining issues.  Staff also indicated in its Status Report that the companies will individually file revisions to their tariffs to be reviewed by Staff and the Office of the Public Counsel. The Commission takes notice that one such case has been filed, Case No. GT‑2003‑0302, in which Union Electric Company, d/b/a AmerenUE, has proposed to revise its PGA clause in accordance with terms of an agreement which has neither been presented to nor approved by the Commission.

Therefore, the Commission will direct the parties to appear at a prehearing conference to discuss a resolution of these issues.  The parties should be prepared to discuss the method by which their agreement should be formally presented to the Commission and the reasons for creating a separate case to handle the remaining issues.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That a prehearing conference shall be held on April 7, 2003, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The prehearing conference will be held at the Commission’s offices in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, a building that meets the accessibility standards required by the Americans With Disabilities Act.  If any person needs additional accommodations to participate in this prehearing, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or 1‑800‑829‑7541 (TDD) prior to the prehearing conference.

2. That this order shall become effective on March 31, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 21st day of March, 2003.
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