BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Missouri Gas Utility,
)

Inc., for a Certificate of Public Convenience and
)

Necessity Authorizing It to Construct, Install, Own,
)

Operate, Control, Manage and Maintain a Natural Gas
)
Case No. GO-2005-0120

Distribution System to Provide Natural Gas Service in
)

Parts of Harrison, Daviess and Caldwell Counties, to
)

Acquire the Gallatin and Hamilton, Missouri, Natural
)

Gas Systems, and to Encumber the Acquired Assets.
)

ORDER APPROVING TARIFF FILED IN COMPLIANCE 

WITH COMMISSION ORDER 

On December 8, 2004, the Commission’s Staff filed a Nonunanimous Stipulation and Agreement, which purports to resolve all issues and was signed by Staff, Missouri Gas Utility, Inc. (MGU), and the Office of the Public Counsel.  The parties included an illustrative tariff as Appendix C to the Stipulation and Agreement.  Also on December 8, the cities of Gallatin and Hamilton, Missouri filed a pleading entitled Non-objection to Stipulation and Agreement.  The cities indicated that they do not object to the Stipulation and Agreement, do not request a hearing, and that they encourage the Commission to approve the Stipula​tion and Agreement.

MGU filed a Request for Waiver on December 13, requesting a waiver from portions of the Commission’s promotional practices rule, 4 CSR 240‑14.010.  MGU indicates that it needs the waiver in order to offer to new customers the ability to obtain conversions to natural gas at no initial cost.  MGU notes that this program would be similar to the program offered by Fidelity Natural Gas, Inc..  

On December 14, the Commission issued an order approving the Stipulation and Agreement.  Among other things, the order directed MGU to file proposed tariff sheets that are in the general form and substance to the illustrative tariff sheets found in Appendix C to the Nonunanimous Stipulation and Agreement.  

On December 20, MGU filed its initial tariff, bearing an effective date of January 19, 2005.  On the same date, MGU also filed its Motion for Expedited Treatment, seeking approval of the tariff by December 30, 2004.  On December 23, MGU filed substitute tariff sheets making various corrections and clarifications.

Staff filed its Recommendation and Memorandum on December 23.  Staff indicates  that it has reviewed the proposed tariff sheets, and that Staff is of the opinion that the sheets are in compliance with the Commission’s order.  Staff, however, recommends that MGU’s initial Purchased Gas Adjustment factor of $.7290/Ccf, which is found on tariff sheet 51, be approved on an interim subject to refund basis, as it will ultimately be reconciled with actual gas costs in the Actual Cost Adjustment process.  Staff further states that good cause has been shown, pursuant to Section 393.140(11), RSMo, to permit the tariff to become effective on less than 30 days notice.   Thus, Staff recommends that the tariff sheets be approved effective December 30, 2004.  In addition, Staff recommends that the Commission approve MGU’s waiver request.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the proposed tariff sheets (Tariff File No. YG‑2005‑0467) filed on December 20, 2004, and amended on December 23, 2004, are approved for service rendered on and after December 30, 2004, subject to the condition noted in ordered paragraph 2.  The specific tariff sheets approved are:

P.S.C. MO No. 1

Original Sheet No. 1 through Original Sheet No. 87

2. That the company’s initial Purchased Gas Adjustment factor of $.7290/Ccf, found on tariff sheet 51, is approved on an interim subject to refund basis, as noted above.

3. That the Motion for Expedited Treatment, filed by Missouri Gas Utility, Inc., on December 20, 2004, is approved. 

4. That this order shall become effective on December 30, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 28th day of December, 2004.
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