STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 20th day of November, 2003.

In the Matter of the Verified Application of Laclede Gas
)

Company for an Order Establishing Replacement
)

Requirements for the Final Phase of its Unprotected
)
Case No. GO‑2003‑0506
Steel Main Replacement Program Previously Approved
)

Pursuant to Rule 4 CSR 240‑40.030(15)(E).
)

In the Matter of the Adequacy of Laclede Gas


)

Company’s Service Line Replacement Program and

)
Case No. GO-99-155

Leak Survey Procedures.





)

ORDER SCHEDULING EVIDENTIARY HEARING

AND NOTICE OF INVITATION

Currently pending before the Commission are matters involving Laclede Gas Company’s Unprotected Steel Main Replacement Program, Case No. GO‑2003‑0506, and the company’s Copper Service Line Replacement Program, Case No. GO‑99‑155.  In the Unprotected Steel Main Replacement Program case, Laclede requests that the Commis​sion approve the company’s application for an order establishing an annual replacement requirement of 10,000 feet per year for all unprotected steel mains identified as falling in the categories described in 4 CSR 240‑40.030(15)(E)3‑6.  In the Copper Service Line Replacement Program case, Staff filed a Three Year Summary Report recommending that the Commission continue the current requirements of the previously-approved Stipulation and Agreement, with continued annual reporting from Staff to the Commission.

The Commission has questions regarding Laclede’s pending application in   Case No. GO‑2003‑0506 and regarding Staff’s pending report and recommendation in  Case No. GO‑99‑155.  Therefore, the Commission will set an expedited hearing for the limited purpose of providing the Commissioners with an opportunity to ask questions regarding these matters.  At the hearing, the parties should have witnesses available to answer the Commis​sion’s questions.  Although these cases are not being consolidated, the Commission finds that in the interests of efficiency, the cases will be heard in a joint hearing.  Because this hearing will be conducted in a question and answer format, prefiled testimony will not be necessary.  The Commission will direct that the transcript for the hearing be expedited.  Only one round of briefs will be permitted.  Unless otherwise ordered at the hearing, the briefs shall be due by December 15, 2003.

The Commission also finds that it is in the public interest for the Commission to extend an invitation to the Gas Workers Union Local 5-6, PACE, to present a witness at the hearing.  The witness should be familiar with Laclede’s pending application in Case No. GO‑2003‑0506 and Staff’s pending report and recommendation in Case No. GO‑99‑155, along with related safety matters.   The Commission’s Data Center shall send a copy of this order to the following:

Gas Workers Union Local 5-6, PACE

Joseph Schulte, Business Representative

7750 Olive Boulevard

St. Louis, Missouri 63130-2043

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That an evidentiary hearing will take place on December 5, 2003, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  The evidentiary hearing will be held at the Commission’s offices in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 310.  The Governor Office Building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Anyone needing additional accommodations to participate in the hearing should call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the hearing.

2. That the Gas Workers Union Local 5-6, PACE, is invited to present a witness at the December 5, 2003 hearing, as noted above. 

3. That the Commission’s Data Center shall send a copy of this order to the following address:

Gas Workers Union Local 5-6, PACE

Joseph Schulte, Business Representative

7750 Olive Boulevard

St. Louis, Missouri 63130-2043

4. That if requested, the Commission’s Data Center shall send, at no charge, a copy of all public documents in Case Nos. GO-2003-0506 and GO‑99‑155 to the Gas Workers Union Local 5-6, PACE.

5. That the transcript for this hearing shall be filed no later than December 8, 2003.

6. That unless otherwise ordered at the hearing, briefs shall be due by December 15, 2003.

7. That this order shall become effective on November 30, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Gaw, Ch., Simmons, and Clayton, 

CC., concur.

Murray and Forbis, CC., dissent, with

separate dissenting opinion(s) to follow.

Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge
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