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JUDGE HATCHER: Let's go on the record.
Good norning everyone. This is the discovery
conference schedul ed for today in the Case
GR-2021-0108, and that is captioned In the Matter of
Spire Mssouri Inc.'s, DBA Spire, Request for
Authority to Inplenent a General Rate Increase for
Nat ural Gas Service Provided in the Conpany's M ssouri
Service Territories.

kay. Let's get intoit. M. dizer,
why don't you give us an introduction and tell us
where we're at?

MR, CLIZER: Al right. Thank you.

Judge. Like was -- as was stated in the filing | nade
| ast Thursday, we had | think only one objection that
was at issue. OPC and the Conpany have been worki ng

t oget her over the past couple of days to try and reach
a resolution. | think that we have a resolution in
principle. I'msinply going to outline what | believe
IS the agreenent that we've reached and invite Spire
to correct nme as necessary.

So effectively, we had asked for Spire's
| ong-range plan. They objected. The basis for the
objection is stated in the attached objection that was
included with the filing, so |I'mnot going to rehash

t hat here.
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Havi ng di scussed with Spire, it appears
that their primary concern is that they are |leery of
provi di ng underlying assunptions that were included in
the long-range plan that relate to the outcone of this
case or possible outcones to this case. And again, |
invite M. Aplington to correct nme if he thinks that
|"ve failed to capture that accurately.

| believe that we have -- what the
parties have agreed to is that the Conpany w Il make
its long-range plan available to the OPC wth sone
material redacted. The OPC wll reviewit. If we
have concerns with the redaction, | think that we are
going to attenpt to submt it to you, Judge, with a
list fromthe Conpany explaining what the redactions
are and why, and if we need to, a |list kind of
expl ai ni ng what our concerns are and ask for you to
make an in-canmera review and determine if the materi al
shoul d be redacted.

| -- again, when -- M. Aplington, does
that all sound correct from your understandi ng?

MR, APLI NGTON: Yeah. | think that's
right, Judge. Good norning. This -- this is a new
request that we have not received fromthe OPC
previously and so that's why we've sort of been

struggling with what the paraneters shoul d be.
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The | ong-range plan is a docunent that
outlines forward-|ooking projections of potenti al
corporate earnings into the future. And included in
there are sone assunptions -- sone underlying data and
assunptions, to include things like, you know,
potential settlenent outcones of this case or
potential future rate case filing dates that we don't
think are appropriate or rel evant.

So M. Cizer's exactly right. Wat we
woul d propose to do is to redact those itens that we
think are -- are not appropriate for review and nake
the renmai nder of the plan available to OPC for their
review. And if there's any dispute about the scope of
the redactions, that we would submit to you for an

I n-canera review the redacted portions to get a

ruling.

JUDCE HATCHER: | like it. That sounds
good.

MR CLIZER And | -- sorry. Sorry. |
apol ogi ze. | keep tal king over you and to the court
reporter.

| believe this is -- | think this would

have probably been understood, but just to make cl ear,
when you provide the redacted material, you' re going

to provide an indication for what's being redacted and
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why; is that right? A privilege log as we've kind of
seen in the past?

MR, APLINGTON: Yes. We will prepare a
privilege log in the sane type of format that we've
used in the past.

MR CLIZER: Yes. |In that case, yeah, |
believe that's our agreenent.

JUDGE HATCHER: Excellent. It sounds
like there is a resolution. Are there any other
I ssues that we want to discuss today? | know that the
Rebuttal Testinmony -- and a lot of it just came in
| ast week and sone of us have had a | ong weekend.

Ckay. Awesone. Then this discovery
conference is adjourned. W are off the record.

(Wher eupon, the conference was

adj our ned.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, Tracy Thorpe Taylor, CCR No. 939, within the
State of Mssouri, do hereby certify that the
testinony appearing in the foregoing matter was duly
sworn by nme; that the testinony of said w tnesses was
taken by ne to the best of ny ability and thereafter
reduced to typewiting under ny direction; that I am
nei ther counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this matter was
taken, and further, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney or counsel enployed by the
parties thereto, nor financially or otherw se

interested in the outcone of the action.

JAM{; o ) J”y/ﬂ’?

Tracy Thorpe Tayl or, CCR
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