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(The follow ng proceedi ngs began at 8:30 a.m:)

JUDGE CLARK:  (Ckay. It's 8:30. Wiy don't we
go on the record. Today's date is August 16th of 2022;
and as | said before, the tine is 8:30 a.m The
Conm ssion has set aside this tine for a procedural
conference today in the case captioned as In the Matter
of Spire Mssouri, Incorporated d/b/a Spire East
(Purchased Gas Adjustment) Tariff Filing and this is
File No. GR-2021-0127.

My nane is John Cark. |'mthe Regulatory Law
Judge overseeing this matter. |'mgoing to begin by
asking the attorneys for the parties to enter their
appearance for the record starting with Spire Mssouri
East .

MR, APLI NGTON: Good norning, Your Honor.
This is Matt Aplington, General Counsel of Spire
M ssouri, Inc. representing the Conpany this norning,
700 Market Street, St. Louis, Mssouri 63101,

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Aplington. For
the Comm ssion Staff.

MS. MYERS: Good norning, Judge. Jame Mers
on behalf of the Conm ssion Staff, 200 Madi son Street,
Jefferson City, Mssouri 65101.

JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, Ms. Myers. Do we
have anybody fromthe Ofice of the Public Counsel?
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1 Anybody from Consuners Council of M ssouri?

2  Environnental Defense Fund.

3 MR ROTHFELDER  Yes, Your Honor. Martin

4 Rothfelder, Rothfelder Stern, LLC, appearing for

5 Environnental Defense Fund.

6 JUDGE CLARK: Thank you, M. Rothfelder. And
7 for Mdwest Energy Consunmers G oup. Nobody present.

8 Ckay. We'Il go on

9 This | guess to kind of -- and we're having
10  sonebody joining us. Let's see who that is.

11 M5. CRON H, this is Ann Crow and Mark

12 digschlaeger with Staff.

13 JUDGE CLARK: Thank you very nmuch. Staff had
14 filed their recommendation, the Environnmental Defense
15 Fund had requested additional tine, | believe, to

16 respond to the recommendation. | believe additional

17 tinme was given to all the parties who wanted to take

18 until August 1 to respond to Staff's ACA recommendati on,
19 and then Spire Mssouri East responded or replied to
20 those comments. Anong other things they requested, they
21 requested that | call a procedural conference, which
22 1've done today.
23 | guess the question at this point is, and
24 1'll turn it over to Spire in a second since they had
25 requested this, to kind of explain why they requested
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this. M question for the parties is going to be when

are we looking at a resolution of this matter, how far
are we |ooking out at putting a hearing, and when can |
expect a procedural schedule. So those are the things
that | have in ny mnd. In that regard, M. Aplington,
why did Spire want to call a procedural conference?

MR, APLI NGTON:  Thank you, Your Honor, and
t hank you for accommodating us by calling one.

There's been a I ot of discussion and coments
made about the process and the procedure to be followed
in this case, and so we thought it was prudent to get
the parties together to get everyone's input on what the
process shoul d be.

From our perspective, and it's reflected in
our reply comments to some extent, we continue to work
with Staff on one discrete issue surrounding an asset
managenent agreement with an affiliate Spire Mrketing,
and we are sharing additional information with Staff on
that point and having some further discussions.

| see that OPC is not on, but we are engaged
ina simlar process with Public Counsel to share sone
docunents that they had requested and hel p them perform
their own analysis on the STL Pipeline affiliate
transaction transportation arrangenent. So we feel at

this time that it would be proper for us to, or for you

wWww. phi ppsreporting. com
(888) 811-3408




Judge John d ark
August 16, 2022

© o0 ~N oo o B~ W N B

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 7
| should say, to set a date perhaps 60 days out for the

parties to continue in these discussions, at which tine
the parties would report to you that they' ve either
reached a resolution of these discrete issues that are
outstanding, or to provide a further status report, or
to request a procedural schedule at that time. But we
feel that additional 60 days or so would give tine for
the parties to have sonme additional fruitful

di scussi ons.

JUDGE CLARK: (Ckay. Thank you. And | wll
note you said that you' re continuing to work with Staff,
or have discussions wth Staff, and with the Ofice of
the Public Counsel. But according to at least Staff's
recommendation, it doesn't appear that there's a | ot of
di sagreenent between Spire and the Conm ssion Staff at
least in that regard. | get the inpression that nost of
the disagreenment at this point right nowis wth
i ntervenors and possibly with Public Counsel in that
regard.

Now, you had indicated 60 days. |'m not
really opposed to an anount of tinme to try and work with
the other parties to see if an agreement can be reached.
At the same tine, | would like to have at |east sone
sort of procedural schedule in place so that at |east

we're kind of ticking off some boxes as we go along with
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an idea that this woul d be going somewhere. Do you

think you could incorporate the 60 days into a
procedural schedul e?

MR, APLINGTON: | think we can probably work
with the other parties to cone up with a procedural
schedul e that would incorporate a period perhaps 60 days
for further discussions before, you know, before
deadl i nes woul d kick off within the schedule, if that's
what you mean.

JUDGE CLARK: Yes. |Is there anybody who is
opposed to 60 days for negotiations?

MR. ROTHFELDER: This is Martin Rothfel der
from Environmental Defense Fund. |'mhardly going to
oppose 60 days to talk to people, but at the same tine
it's our view that the issues are broad and that as we
went through in detail in our comments the Conpany has
the burden of proof and the procedural schedule should
start with the Company filing a full case consistent
wth it meeting its burden of proof in a docket where
prudence issues have been raised. And whether that
filing happens in 60 days or 120 days, it's our view
that that's how this case should start procedurally.

JUDGE CLARK: \Wen in people's mnd do they
see this going to hearing --

MS. MYERS: Judge --
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JUDGE CLARK: -- if it goes to hearing?

MS. MYERS. -- from Staff's perspective, |
think Staff is certainly in agreenent with giving at
| east 60 days for parties to have additional
di scussions, get information, because |'mnot sure that
we coul d even craft an agreed upon procedural schedul e.
| agree with M. Rothfelder, you know, it's going to
start with the Conpany making a direct filing any
procedural schedule. Beyond that, how many rounds of
testinony, the length of tine between testinony, hearing
date, you know. | think we need that additional tinme to
even tal k through some of that.

From Staff's perspective, we were not
envisioning a hearing anytine this year. It would be
next year by the time you would get through an entire
procedural schedul e.

MR, APLINGTON: | would agree with that,

Jam e.

JUDGE CLARK: | had actually kind of had in
the back of nmy head that this would go to hearing in
February, but that's not decided at this point. It
sounds |like fromStaff's perspective it would be better
rather than incorporating 60 days into the front end of
the procedural schedule with a direct filing after that

-- or wth Spire to file direct testinony after that.
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It would be -- and if |'m paraphrasing this incorrectly,

let me know -- it would be Staff's preference to have 60
days of up-front negotiation before the filing of a
proposed procedural schedul e?

M5. MYERS: Correct.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. And M. Rothfelder, I
heard you indicate that you believe that it should begin
with -- that any procedural schedule should begin wth
Spire filing its direct case in chief; is that correct?

MR. ROTHFELDER:  Yes, and | think | heard
Staff in agreenent on that.

JUDGE CLARK: But you said you were not
opposi ng the 60 days?

MR, ROTHFELDER: No, Your Honor. | nean, we
could come out of this procedural -- this conference
today, in addition to the 60 days, certainly you could
set a deadline for themto file that testinmny 90 days
out, 100 days out, 120 days out so that if we're in
agreenent that that's the step if it's not settled, |
don't see any reason to not devel op that date today.

JUDGE CLARK: The only reason that | m ght
have against that is if the parties are having fruitful
negotiations and at that point wish to continue
negotiating for an additional 30 days or so. So ny

tendency is to want to give the 30 days -- give the 60
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days, flag nyself on that, and kind of -- well, actually

why don't | just --

Let's see. 60 days. Today is the 16th. So
that puts us roughly Septenber 16. How about | give the
parties until Cctober 17 to engage in these discussions
that Spire is wanting the parties to engage in and on
the 17th the parties file a status report and at that
time I'Il know whether or not | need to order the filing
of a procedural schedul e.

Does that work for everybody?

MR, APLINGTON: Spire is in agreenment with
t hat appr oach.

MR, ROTHFELDER: We're happy to file sonething
on Cctober 17 as well, Your Honor.

JUDGE CLARK: Does that work for Staff?

M5. MYERS: Yes, that works for Staff.

MR, POSTON: Judge, this is Marc Poston. |
just want to let you know | joined a few m nutes ago.
|"'msorry I was late. | had witten the time down
wrong. Your approach is good with me as wel .

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Thank you for letting me
know t hen, M. Poston. Thank you for letting ne know
that Public Counsel is here. |f you mssed anyt hing,
|"I'l be happy to recap it. It doesn't sound |ike you

did. But | will go over basically Spire has requested
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60 days to continue to negotiate to see if an agreed

upon outcone can be reached between the various parties.

| ' mordering a status report due Cctober 17 so
that | know at that time whether there's going to be
further negotiations or whether | need to order a
procedural schedule at that tine.

MR POSTON: That's fine with OPC

JUDGE CLARK: |I'msorry. Go ahead.

MR POSTON: | didn't know if you were wanting
confirmation fromnme that that was good with OPC. \Wat
you just explai ned sounds good.

JUDGE CLARK: |s OPC opposed to that?

MR. POSTON: No, no, that works for us.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. Geat. Al right. |Is
there anybody who would like me to issue a witten order
or is nme just saying a status report is due Cctober 17
and putting that in ny cal endar fine?

MR. ROTHFELDER: It's certainly fine by EDF
We'll plan on sending you a letter on Cctober 17.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. | will look for the
parties to file a status report on Cctober 17 as to the
status of the negotiations between the parties and
whet her or not a procedural schedul e needs to be
or dered.

Are there any other natters that the
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Comm ssion needs to take up at this time before we go

off the record?

MR, ROTHFELDER: | just want to mention it
woul d be a letter fromEDF, Your Honor. W haven't had
much communi cation with the parties. Assumng it
continues on the course it's been on, I'mnot sure we
woul d have a | ot of know edge of where other parties are
at. So our letter on Cctober 17 would indicate how nmuch
we have or haven't talked with parties and where we're
at .

JUDGE CLARK: That would be fine. If you w sh
tofile aletter instead of a pleading, that woul d be
fine.

MR. ROTHFELDER: A pleading is fine too. |
don't know if |I'll have a | ot of know edge to where the
ot her parties are at.

JUDGE CLARK: Ckay. M. Aplington, was it
your intention to engage EDF in di scussions?

MR, APLINGTON: Yes. W're certainly
interested in doing that. To a point that Your Honor
made early on in the conference, and | think it is worth
repeating, this case touches on a broad range of
transactions, you know, for gas supply for an entire
period. Your Honor is correct that the issues that

remai n between the parties are relatively narrow and
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di screte when conpared to the total scope of this

docket. The discussions that we're going to be having
are on discrete single issues.

JUDGE CLARK: All right. Thank you, M.
Apl i ngt on.

|s there anything el se that needs to be taken
up by the Commission at this time? Gkay. Thank you al
for neeting me on this rainy nmorning. I'll let you get
back to getting about your days.

MR, ROTHFELDER: If you could send sonme of the
rain out east, we'd appreciate it.

JUDGE CLARK: I'll see what | can do. The
wi nd should be blowng it that way, but | don't know if
it wll still get to you. Wy don't we go off the
record at this time and |I'll adjourn this procedural
conference. Again, thank you all for your tine in
meeting me this norning.

(The proceedi ngs adjourned at 8:44 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF COLE )

|, Beverly Jean Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640, do
hereby certify that | was authorized to and did
stenographically report the foregoing Public Service
Comm ssi on procedural conference and that the
transcript, pages 1 through 14, is a true record of ny
st enogr aphi ¢ not es.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor am| a relative or counsel connected with the
action, nor am| financially interested in the action.

Dated this 25th day of August, 2022.

Cuady Jean Bortedo

Beverly Jeaﬂ]Bentch, RPR, CCR No. 640
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