BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s

)

Tariff to Revise Natural Gas Rate


)
Case No. GR-2002-356

Schedules.





)

JOINT RECOMMENDATION

REGARDING LOCAL PUBLIC HEARINGS 

AND REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT 


COME NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede” or “Company”), the Missouri Public Service Commission Staff (“Staff”), and the Office of the Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”) (collectively the "Designated Parties"), and jointly make the following recommendation regarding local public hearings and request expedited treatment of this request.  In support thereof, the Designated Parties state as follows:

1.
On January 25, 2002, Laclede filed its tariffs designed to increase rates by approximately 36 million dollars, along with its Direct Testimony.

2.        On February 8, 2002, the Designated Parties filed a Joint Recommendation in which they recommended that public hearings in this case be scheduled for July, 2002.  The Commission issued its Suspension Order and Notice on January 31, 2002, wherein it ordered that requests for local public hearings be filed by March 14, 2002.  Pursuant to that order, on February 25, 2002, Public Counsel filed a Request for Local Public Hearings in which it recommended that local public hearings be held in the City of St. Louis and in suburban St. Louis County.

3.
Expedited treatment of this request is necessary because of the lead time required to place notice of the public hearings on each customer's bill.  In order to avoid the expense of a separate mailing, Laclede needs to be advised by April 29, 2002, of the dates and locations of the public hearings if such hearings are to be scheduled by the week of July 22, 2002.  Accordingly, the Designated Parties request that the Commission issue an Order granting Public Counsel's request that a local public hearing be held in the City of St. Louis and in suburban St. Louis County and that such hearings be scheduled for the week of July 22, 2002.  The Designated Parties would recommend that such hearings be scheduled on two consecutive evenings beginning at 6:00 p.m. or, if that is not practicable, whatever other times during that week are convenient for the Commission.
4.
Finally, consistent with what it believes was the intent of paragraphs 13 and 14 of the Suspension Order and Notice in this case, Laclede wishes to advise the Commission that it intends to notify customers of the local public and evidentiary hearings in this case at the same time and in the same notice to avoid any confusion and added expense.

5.
Counsel for the other parties to this case have been advised of the recommendations set forth herein and have authorized the undersigned to indicate that they have no objection thereto.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, the above named Parties respectfully request that the Commission issue an order setting local public hearings consistent with the recommendations set forth herein.
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