                                                                                       STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 27th day of March, 2003.

In the Matter of Atmos Energy Corporation’s 

)
Case No. GR-2003-0219

Purchased Gas Adjustment Factors to be 

)
Tariff Nos. YG-2003-1705, 

Audited in its 2002-2003 Actual Cost Adjustment
)
YG-2003-1706, YG-2003-1707

ORDER APPROVING INTERIM RATES 


On March 17, 2003, Atmos Energy Corporation filed tariff sheets to reflect changes in its Purchased Gas Adjustment (PGA) factors for bills rendered after April 1, 2003.  Atmos filed substitute tariff sheets on March 24.

The tariff changes will result in rate increases in each of Atmos’ service areas.  

· In Area G (former Greeley District), the net PGA factor will increase to $0.5571 per Ccf from the scheduled 2002-2003 winter season net PGA factor of $0.3053 per Ccf.

· For Area B (Old Butler District), the PGA factor will increase to $0.68356 per Ccf from an unscheduled winter season firm PGA factor of $0.46857 per Ccf.  

· For Area K (Old Kirksville District), the PGA factor will increase to $0.81632 per Ccf from an unscheduled winter season firm PGA factor of $0.60133 per Ccf.  

· For Area S (Old SEMO District), the PGA factor will increase to $0.79763 per Ccf from an unscheduled winter season firm PGA factor of $0.58264 per Ccf.  

· For the Bowling Green District and the Hannibal/Canton District, the firm PGA factor will increase to $0.7500 per Ccf from the firm PGA factor of $0.5251 per Ccf currently in effect.  

· For the Palmyra District, the firm PGA factor will increase to $0.7500 per Ccf from the firm PGA factor of $0.5251 per Ccf currently in effect.  

· For the Neelyville District, the firm PGA factor will increase to $0.8435 per Ccf from the firm PGA factor of $0.5628 per Ccf currently in effect.  

On March 26, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed its Memorandum and Recommendation in this case.  Staff noted that, because Atmos’ PGA clause allows for PGA change filings to take affect on ten days’ notice, good cause has been shown pursuant to Section 393.140 (11), RSMo 2000, to permit the tariff to become effective on less than thirty days’ notice.  Staff also recommended that the rates be interim, subject to refund.  

The Commission has reviewed the proposed tariff sheets and Staff’s Memorandum and Recommendation.  The Commission finds that the tariff sheets conform to the Company’s Commission-approved PGA Clause.  After considering Staff's recommendation, and for good cause shown pursuant to Section 393.140(11), RSMo 2000, the Commission concludes that the proposed tariff sheets should be approved to become effective on and after the requested effective date of April 1, 2003, on an interim basis, subject to refund. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the proposed tariff sheets filed on March 17, 2003, by Atmos Energy Corporation are approved on an interim basis, subject to refund, for service rendered on and after April 1, 2003.  The tariff sheets approved are:

P.S.C. MO. No. 1
3rd Revised Sheet No. 113, canceling 2nd Revised Sheet No. 113

3rd Revised Sheet No. 188, canceling 2nd Revised Sheet No. 188.

3rd Revised Sheet No. 37, canceling 2nd Revised Sheet No. 37, For Area B

3rd Revised Sheet No. 81, canceling 2nd Revised Sheet No. 81. For Area K

3rd Revised Sheet No. 149, canceling 2nd Revised Sheet No. 149, For Area S

3rd Revised Sheet No. 49, canceling 2nd Revised Sheet No. 49

 


2.
That this order shall become effective on April 1, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe and Forbis, CC., concur

Gaw, C., dissents

Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law Judge
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