BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS
)

and Aquila Networks – L&P, Natural Gas General Rate
)
Case No. GR-2004-0072

Increase.







)

ORDER ADJUSTING STARTING TIME

OF PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On August 28, 2003, Sedalia Industrial Users’ Association (SIEUA), a potential intervenor, filed a request to adjust the starting time of the early prehearing conference scheduled for September 10, 2003.  Movant requests that the prehearing conference begin at 11:00 a.m. instead of at 10:00 a.m.,
 as counsel is set to argue a case before the Missouri Supreme Court on that date.  Counsel expects that the Supreme Court argument will begin shortly after 9:00 a.m. and conclude by 10:00 a.m.  Counsel also notes that this case involves attorneys from the Commission and from the law firm representing Aquila, and that deferring the starting time for the early prehearing conference will permit all involved counsel to complete the earlier matter and appear for the prehearing conference on the date scheduled.

On September 4, 2003, Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS and Aquila Networks – L&P, filed its Response to Motion to Adjust Starting Time for Early Prehearing Conference.  Aquila requests that the prehearing conference start at 1:00 p.m., instead of 10:00 or 11:00 a.m., on September 10, 2003, in order to facilitate the travel arrangements of Aquila’s employees.  Aquila states that attorneys for the Commission’s Staff, the Office of the Public Counsel, the City of Kansas City, and SIEUA have affirmatively indicated that they do not object to starting the early prehearing conference at 1:00 p.m. on September 10, 2003.

The Commission notes that the parties and two of the potential intervenors have agreed that a 1:00 p.m. starting time is preferable to starting earlier on that day.  The Commission finds that this request is reasonable and should be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the early prehearing conference scheduled for September 10, 2003, will begin at 1:00 p.m. instead of 10:00 a.m.

2. That this order shall become effective on September 10, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 8th day of September, 2003.

� In the body of the motion, movant requests that the prehearing conference begin no earlier than 11:00 a.m.  In the “Wherefore” clause, movant requests that the prehearing conference begin at 11:00 a.m.
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