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Of the State of Missouri
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STAFF MOTION FOR RESCHEDULING OF PREHEARING CONFERENCE


Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and requests that the Commission reschedule the prehearing conference set by the Commission for Thursday, January 8, 2004, at 10:00 a.m., in Room 305 of the Governor Office Building for the purpose of addressing the issue of the effect, if any, of the Missouri Supreme Court’s decision in State ex rel. AG Processing v. Public Serv. Comm’n, Case No. SC85352 (Mo. banc 2003) (hereinafter referred to as AG Processing) on the pending natural gas rate increase case of Aquila, Inc. (Aquila).  The Staff requests that the Commission reschedule the prehearing conference for January 12, 2004 at 1:00 p.m.  The Staff is filing a similar Motion in the pending Aquila, Inc. electric and steam heat rate increase cases, Case Nos. ER-2004-0034 and HR-2004-0024, for the rescheduling of the concurrent prehearing conference to address the effect, if any, of the Missouri Supreme Court’s decision in AG Processing regarding those cases.
  In support thereof, the Staff states as follows:

1.
On Thursday, January 8, 2004, the date set by the Commission for the requested prehearing conference, Aquila will be taking the deposition of three Staff witnesses in Case Nos. ER-2004-0034 and HR-2004-0024.  On the very next day, Friday, January 9, 2004, Aquila will be taking the deposition of one Staff witness and another member of the Staff.  Due to this schedule of depositions, which was requested by Aquila and agreed to by the Staff prior to the Commission’s Order of December 29, 2003, the Staff is requesting the proposed change in the convening of the prehearing conference requested by the Staff.  

2.
By its October 2, 2003 Order Concerning Test Year And True-Up, Resetting Evidentiary Hearings, Adopting Procedural Schedule, And Concerning Local Public Hearings in Case Nos. ER-2004-0034 and HR-2004-0024, the Commission set January 12-16, 2004 as the dates for the prehearing conference addressing the substantive matters of Aquila’s filing on July 3, 2003 in Case Nos. ER-2004-0034 and HR-2004-0024.   Since the parties in these cases are presently scheduled to be in Jefferson City commencing at 10:00 a.m. on January 12, 2004 and continuing to January 16, 2004, as necessary, and many of the parties in these cases are also parties in the instant case, the Staff requests that the Commission reschedule the prehearing conference relating to the Missouri Supreme Court’s decision in AG Processing for Monday, January 12, 2004 at 1:00 p.m.  

3.
The Staff does not make this request so as to unduly delay the prehearing conference that it has requested or other matters scheduled in the instant case.  The Staff has communicated by e-mail or other means with all parties of record regarding this matter, and each has advised the Staff that it does not object to the change in the date and time proposed by the Staff.

Wherefore the Staff requests that the Commission reschedule the prehearing conference set by the Commission for Thursday, January 8, 2004, at 10:00 a.m., in Room 305 of the Governor Office Building for Monday, January 12, 2004, at 1:00 p.m., in Room 305 of the Governor Office Building.
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�  In response to Staff Motion For Prehearing Conference filed by the Staff on December 15, 2003 in the instant cases, the Commission on December 24, 2003 issued an order in the lead case, Case No. ER-2004-0034.
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