BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Joint Application of

)

Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE,

)

Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS

)

and Aquila Networks – L&P for an Order 

)

Authorizing Sale and Transfer of Certain 

)

Assets of Aquila, Inc. Located in Missouri 

)
Case No. GM-2004-0244
to AmerenUE and Either Authorizing the 

)

Transfer of Existing Certificates of Public 

)

Convenience and Necessity, or Granting 

)

a New Certificate of Public Convenience 

)

and Necessity to AmerenUE in Conjunction

)

with same.





)

STAFF’S MOTION FOR 

EARLY PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and, in support of its Motion for Early Pre-Hearing Conference, states:

1.
On December 3, 2003, the Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE, Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks – MPS and Aquila Networks – L&P filed an application for authority to transfer certain assets from Aquila to Ameren.  

2.
In its December 16, 2003 Order and Notice, the Commission set the time for intervention with December 29th as the final date for parties wishing to intervene in this case to file. 

3.
Since that date has passed, Staff asks that the Commission establish a date for an early pre-hearing conference so that the Parties may determine the issues in the case, and whether there is a need for hearing or whether the matter may be resolved.  

4.  
In further support of its Motion, Staff notes that Ameren has stated that customers in the areas it proposes to serve may receive the benefit of Ameren’s lower PGA gas rates.  If this case can be resolved promptly in favor of the sale, customers could still receive those benefits this winter heating season.  

5.
In the event that this matter cannot be resolved in an expedited manner, then parties can use this conference to develop their position regarding the procedural schedule for this case.  In either case, Staff would suggest that the Commission order that a report be filed with the Commission regarding the outcome of the conference no later than five business after the end of conference.

WHEREFORE Staff respectfully requests that the Commission establish an early pre-hearing conference in this case.
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