
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s Verified 

)

Application for Extension, with Modifications, of its 
)

Authority to Issue and Sell First Mortgage Bonds,  

)


Unsecured Debt and Authorized but Unissued 

)
Case No. GF-2004-0025
Common Stock in a Total Amount Not to Exceed 

)

$270 Million, Pursuant to a Universal Shelf Registration 
)

Statement

)

ORDER DIRECTING STAFF TO RESPOND TO LACLEDE’S REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY 

On July 9, 2003, Laclede Gas Company filed an application requesting a three-year extension of authority to sell $270 million in additional indebtedness.  Along with its application, Laclede filed a motion requesting that the Commission expedite its consideration of the application so that it might act to approve the application effective date no later than August 31, as Laclede’s current authorization expires on September 1.  On July 18, in response to Laclede’s motion to expedite, the Commission’s Staff indicated that it could not file its recommendation in time for the Commission to act on Laclede’s application by August 31.  Laclede filed a reply to Staff’s response on July 25, arguing that Staff should be able to promptly review and advise the Commission on its application, but requesting that, if it is unable to act before August 31, the Commission temporarily extend Laclede’s borrowing authority approved in Case No. GF-2000-843, until the Commission issues a final order on Laclede’s current application.  Staff has not responded to Laclede’s request for a temporary extension of its existing borrowing authority.  

The Commission would like to have the recommendation of its Staff before deciding whether to temporarily extend Laclede’s borrowing authority.  Therefore, the Commission will direct its Staff to promptly respond to Laclede’s request, and will permit any other interested party to respond to that request at the same time. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That the Staff of the Commission shall respond to Laclede Gas Company’s request for temporary extension of its authority to issue long-term debt or common stock no later than August 12, 2003.  

2.
That any other party that wishes to respond to Laclede Gas Company’s request for temporary extension of its authority to issue long-term debt or common stock shall do so no later than August 12, 2003.

3.
That this order shall become effective on August 12, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 7th day of August, 2003.
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