Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company's Verified Application for Extension, with Modifications, of its Authority to Issue and Sell First Mortgage Bonds, Unsecured Debt and Authorized but Unissued Common Stock in a Total Amount not to Exceed $270 Million, Pursuant to a Universal Shelf Registration Statement.
	)))))))
	Case No. GF-2004-0025


STAFF RECOMMENDATION
COMES NOW Staff of the Public Service Commission of Missouri (Staff), and in compliance with the Commission’s orders in this case, for its recommendation states:

1.
On July 9, 2003, Laclede Gas Company (Laclede or Company) filed its Application to extend Commission authorization for it to issue securities, which authority had first been granted by the Commission in Case No. GF-2000-843.  There remains $270,000,000 of securities unissued under the original authorization.

2.
Laclede requested expedited treatment of its application because the initial authorization expired on September 1, 2003.  Staff indicated that it could not complete its review in the time that such a schedule permitted.  By its order dated August 19, 2003, the Commission extended the initial authority until October 31, 2003, in order to preclude a gap in Laclede’s authority to issue securities.

3.
Staff has reviewed the proposed extension, and recommends that the Commission extend Laclede’s authority, subject to certain conditions.  Those conditions are set out in the Staff recommendation attached as Attachment A, hereto.

4.
Staff has discussed its proposed conditions with Laclede, and believes that Laclede will not oppose such conditions.

WHEREFORE, Staff recommends that the Commission approve this application subject to the conditions proposed by Staff, and take this matter up at its earliest convenience.
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