Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of an Investigation into City Utilities of Springfield Plastic Pipe Failures and the Adequacy of its Leak Survey Procedures, Installation Procedures and Replacement Criteria
	)))))
	Case No. GS-2004-0257

	
	
	


STAFF'S RESPONSE TO THE COMMISSION'S 

ORDER ESTABLISHING CASE AND FILING REPORT 


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) by and through counsel, and in response to the Commission’s December 30, 2003 Order Establishing Case and Filing of a report states:

1.
On December 30, 2003 the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) issued its Order Establishing Case (Order) establishing Case No. GS-2004-0257 for the purpose of conducting an investigation into plastic mains and service lines used by City Utilities of Springfield.  

2.
In its December 30, 2003 Order, the Commission directed Staff to file a report in Case No. GS-2004-0257 by June 16, 2004.


3.
Staff has conducted an investigation of issues related to City Utilities’ plastic mains and service lines and submits its Investigation Report attached as Exhibit A.  The Staff recommends that the Commission issue an order directing City Utilities to file within 60 days of this filing a response regarding the recommendations contained in this Investigation Report.


4.
As described in the attached Investigation Report, the Staff has some unresolved concerns regarding City Utilities’ plastic pipe that will need to be investigated and evaluated further.  Staff has requested to review additional records from City Utilities and has requested that City Utilities submit quarterly reports with Staff as to the status of plastic pipe leaks due to rock impingement and the replacements of these leaking plastic pipes.


5.
After City Utilities files a response to the Staff recommendations, the Staff will review City Utilities’ response and make a filing in this case.  In addition to a review of City Utilities’ response, the Staff filing will address the need for additional information from City Utilities and an on-going investigation into plastic pipe leaks due to rock impingement and the replacement program.  


6.
Staff believes this Case should remain open to allow Staff to continue its investigation and to receive additional information from City Utilities.


WHEREFORE, Staff files this report in response to the Commission’s Order concerning its investigation and recommendations into City Utilities of Springfield plastic pipe failures and the adequacy of its leak survey procedures, installation procedures and replacement criteria, and request that the Commission leave this case open to receive additional information from City Utilities and additional reports from Staff.
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Certificate of Service
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