BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Laclede Gas
)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0032
Company.
)
Tariff No. JG‑2003‑0048

ORDER GRANTING LATE APPLICATION TO INTERVENE

On August 13, 2002, the Commission issued an order setting an intervention period and directing notice.  The Commission directed that any party wishing to intervene in this case must file an application to do so by August 20, 2002.  The Missouri School Boards’ Association (MSBA) filed a timely application to intervene on August 14, 2002, which was granted by the Commission on August 22, 2002.

On August 30, 2002, ten days after the intervention period ended, the Board of Education of the City of St. Louis filed an application to intervene.  The Board of Education indicates that it has an interest in the proceeding that is different from that of the general public and which may be adversely affected by the outcome of this proceeding.  Movant indicated that counsel for Laclede Gas Company, the General Counsel’s office, and counsel for MSBA do not object to its application to intervene.  However, movant does not note whether it contacted counsel for the Office of the Public Counsel regarding its request.    

On September 9, 2002, the Commission issued an Order Directing Filing, noting that the application was filed out of time and did not comply with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.075(5) requiring that an application to intervene out of time show good cause.  

On September 12, 2002, the Board of Education filed a Supplemental Pleading regarding its application to intervene.  The Board of Education acknowledged that its application was not timely filed as it did not become aware of the Commission’s order regarding intervention until August 22 or August 23.  Thus, the Board of Education’s failure to file in a timely manner was not the result of negligence or of ignoring the August 20 deadline.  The Board of Education also indicates that it has contacted counsel for the Office of the Public Counsel, and counsel has no objection to the request for intervention.

No party responded to the Board of Education’s application to intervene or its supplemental pleading, and the time for doing so has elapsed.

The Commission has reviewed the Board of Education’s request to intervene out‑of‑time and finds that it should be granted.  The Board of Education has an interest in this matter that is different from the general public and granting the proposed application would serve the public interest.  The Commission also finds that the Board of Education has shown good cause to permit it to intervene out of time. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the application to intervene filed by the Board of Education of the City of St. Louis on August 30, 2002, is granted.

That this order shall become effective on September 24, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 23rd day of September, 2002.
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