

              STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 1st day of April, 2003.

In the Matter of an Incident at East Burntwood

)

Street in Springfield, Missouri



)
Case No. GS-2003-0129
ORDER CLOSING CASE

Syllabus:  This order closes the gas safety case involving City Uitilities of Springfield.

On October 3, 2002, the Commission received a Motion to Open this case.  The Commission issued an Order Establishing Case on October 17, 2002.  

Staff filed its Incident Report on February 24, 2003.  The report detailed Staff’s opinion concerning a flash fire that occurred on September 25, 2002, in City Utilities’ gas line.  

City Utilities provides water and natural gas service.  Staff reported the probable cause of the fire was a City Utilities’ Water Department employee using a propane torch while replacing water lines.  While working on the water pipe, the fire from the employee’s torch got so close to the gas pipe that the fire softened the wall of the gas pipe, allowing natural gas to escape and to be ignited.

Staff investigated the fire, and found that City Utilities had not violated any of the Commission’s gas safety rules.  City Utilities responded to the incident by developing and implementing new procedures for its Water Department.  Those procedures included a prohibition of heat-bending water pipe in excavations.  City Utilities also has notified area plumbing contractors of the danger of using propane in an excavation.  City Utilities has also trained its Water Department employees concerning the new procedures.  

Because of City Utilities’ new procedures and training of its Water Department employees, Staff believes City Utilities has remedied the cause of the September 25, 2002 fire.  Staff recommends that the Commission take no further action, and recommends that the Commission close this case.

The Commission gave interested parties 30 days to respond to Staff’s Incident Report.  No responses were received.  The Commission finds that no further action is necessary and, therefore, that this case may be closed. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That this case is closed.

2. That this order shall become effective on April 11, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Pridgin, Regulatory Law Judge
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