Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of an Incident at 3441 Chestnut Avenue in Kansas City, Missouri.
	)))
	   Case No. GS-2003-0468


Staff Incident Report

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) by and through counsel, and in support of its incident report, states as follows:

1.
On May 5, 2003, Staff filed a Motion to Open a Case initiating the above-captioned case.  

2.
On May 15, 2003, The Commission issued its Order Establishing Case for the purpose of receiving an incident report from the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission pertaining to the incident that occurred on March 9, 2003, and for receiving the response of Missouri Gas Energy (MGE or Company).  

3.
Staff has investigated the incident that occurred at 3441 Chestnut Avenue in Kansas City and submits its Gas Incident Report (Report) attached as Exhibit A.  Staff believes based on its investigation so far that further discovery is needed before Staff is able to make appropriate recommendations to the Company that address: 

a) inspections by the Company of cast iron mains during third party excavations;

b) communications and liaison by the Company with other utility operators;

c) the undermining and supporting of cast iron mains during excavations;

d) proper backfill practices; and,

e) the overall effectiveness of MGE’s cast iron replacement program as it pertains to third party excavations occurring near MGE’s cast iron mains and the replacement schedules for those particular mains.

Therefore, Staff recommends that the Commission issue an order directing MGE to file within 60 days of the filing of this Report a response regarding the recommendations contained in Staff’s Report (attached as Exhibit A); and, allow this Case to remain open for an additional period of 6 months in order that Staff may more thoroughly investigate and evaluate the effectiveness of MGE’s cast iron main replacement program.  At the end of the 6-month period, it is Staff’s intention to file its final report and recommendations addressing the above-listed issues.

4.
In accordance with the results of Staff’s investigation and its recommendation based on the conduct of the MGE serviceperson who responded to an odor complaint at 3443 Chestnut some minutes prior to the explosion at 3441 Chestnut (contained in its Report, Exhibit A), Staff counsel is concurrently filing a separate Complaint case against MGE regarding a violation of Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-40.030(12)(C).  

WHEREFORE, based upon the foregoing, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission issue an Order 1) directing MGE to file a response within 60 days that addresses the recommendations contained in Staff’s Report (Exhibit A); and, 2) directing Staff to file its final report and recommendations concerning this incident and the effectiveness of MGE’s cast iron main replacement program not later than 6 months from the date of this filing.
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