BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Craw-Kan Telephone
)

Cooperative for Approval of a Traffic Termination
)
Case No. IK-2003-0245

Agreement Under the Telecommunications Act of 1996.
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On January 17, 2003, Craw‑Kan Telephone Cooperative, Inc., filed an Application for Approval of a Traffic Termination Agreement with Verizon Wireless LLC, St. Joseph CellTelco, and Cellco Partnership, all d/b/a Verizon Wireless.  In its application, Craw‑Kan states that as a rural carrier, it is not required to meet all of the interconnection requirements of Section 251(c) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.
  The Applicants further state that while they are submitting a Traffic Termination Agreement pursuant to Section 251(b)(5) to the Commission for approval, it is not an agreement under Section 251(c), and that Craw‑Kan has not waived its Section 251(f)(1) rural exemption.

On February 24, 2003, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed its Recommendation, recommending that the Commission grant approval of the Traffic Termination Agreement.  However, the memorandum attached to the Staff Recommenda​tion does not mention a Traffic Termination Agreement; instead, it recommends that the Commission approve the parties’ Wireless Interconnection Agreement.  

The Commission finds that Staff should file a supplemental pleading 1) clarifying whether it recommends that the Commission approve a Traffic Termination Agreement or a Wireless Interconnection Agreement, and 2) clarifying the difference, if any, between a Traffic Termination Agreement and a Wireless Interconnection Agreement.  The Commission will also direct Craw‑Kan to more fully develop its argument that its agreement is not an interconnection agreement under 47 U.S.C. 251(c).  The company should also respond to the recommendation found in Staff’s Memorandum that the Commission approve the company’s Wireless Interconnection Agreement.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That no later than March 10, 2003, the Staff of the Commission and Craw‑Kan Telephone Cooperative, Inc., shall each file supplemental pleadings as noted above.

2. That any response to the supplemental pleadings ordered above shall be filed no later than March 17, 2003.

3. That this order shall become effective on March 7, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 25th day of February, 2003.

� See 47 U.S.C. § 251, et seq.
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