BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of BPS Telephone Company’s Election to
)

be Regulated under Price Cap Regulation as Provided
)
Case No. IO-2003-0012

in Section 392.245, RSMo 2000.





)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

This order directs the parties to appear at a prehearing conference. 

On July 17, 2002, BPS Telephone Company notified the Commission that it was making an election to be regulated under Section 392.245, RSMo 2000, known as the “price cap statute.”  On July 22, 2002, the Commission issued a notice giving interested parties until August 12, 2002, to file responses.  Both the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel filed responses.

Staff moved the Commission to reject the price cap election and to consolidate the case with Case No. TC‑2002‑1076.
  Public Counsel filed a response requesting that the matter be set for hearing.  On August 22, 2002, BPS Telephone Company responded to the motion and response.

The Commission has been prohibited by order of the Cole County Circuit Court
 from taking any further actions in Case No. TC‑2002‑1076, and therefore will not rule on the motion to consolidate.

The Commission finds that a prehearing conference should be held to discuss settlement of the pending issues and the procedural schedule.  At the prehearing conference, the parties should be prepared to state with specificity their position on both fact and legal issues in this case.  In addition, the parties should be prepared to identify what issues would be presented if this case were to go to hearing and how many witnesses would be necessary to support those issues.

Therefore, the Commission will direct the parties to appear at a prehearing conference.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the parties shall appear at a prehearing conference on October 31, 2002, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The prehearing conference will be held in Room 305 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  The Governor Office Building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or 1‑800‑829‑7541 (TDD) prior to the prehearing.

That this order shall become effective on October 30, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 21st day of October, 2002.

� Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, Complainant, v. BPS Telephone Company, Respondent.


� State of Missouri ex rel. BPS Telephone Company v. Public Service Commission of the State of Missouri, Cause No. 02CV325414, Preliminary Order in Prohibition, issued Sept.
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