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PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE
COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, on its own behalf and on behalf of Missouri-American Water Company, the Office of the Public Counsel, and the Missouri Energy Group (collectively, “the Movants”), and submit this Proposed Procedural Schedule to the Missouri Public Service Commission.

1.  On September 30, 2003, the Commission issued its order that the parties attend a prehearing conference on October 8, 2003, and that they prepare and file a proposed procedural schedule no later than October 14, 2003.  

2.  At the prehearing conference on October 8, 2003, the parties agreed to recommend that the Commission adopt the following procedural schedule in this case:

Friday, October 31, 2003
Staff files its report, pursuant to Section 393.1000.2 (2), on its examination of the information provided by Missouri-American in its application to establish an ISRS; Public Counsel and Missouri Energy Group may also file reports

Monday, November 10, 2003
Missouri-American files response to reports filed by Staff and other parties

Friday, November 14, 2003
Staff, Public Counsel and Missouri Energy Group file replies to the Company’s response

Wednesday, November 19, 2003
On-the-record presentation, at which the Commission may inquire of the parties and require witnesses to testify under oath

3.  The governing statutes (Sections 393.1000 through 393.1006) do not specifically provide for the submission of prefiled testimony, although they do provide that the Commission may hold a hearing on an ISRS petition.  Furthermore, the parties believe that the primary issues in this case will be legal, rather than factual, and thus do not believe that the submission of prefiled testimony is necessary or beneficial; nor is it feasible due to the statutory time constraints, which require the Commission to resolve the issues in this case so that an order can become effective by no later than December 31, 2003.

4.  Furthermore, because of the time constraints, and to allow the Commission to have as much time as possible to consider the issues in this case, the parties unanimously consent to the issuance of a final order that is effective on less than ten days notice.  Specifically, each party agrees that it will not argue that a final order issued on December 23, 2003 is untimely.  


WHEREFORE, the Movants jointly request that the Commission issue its order adopting the procedural schedule specifically set forth in Paragraph 2 hereof, and recognizing the parties' consent to the entry of a final order in this case on fewer than ten days notice.
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