BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Petition of




)

Spectra Communications Group, L.L.C. d/b/a CenturyTel
)

Regarding Price Cap Regulation




)   Case No. IO‑2003‑0132
under Section 392.245, RSMo 2000                                   
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On October 4, 2002, the Office of the Public Counsel filed with the Missouri Public Service Commission a request for an evidentiary hearing.  On October 28, 2002, the Staff of the Commission filed its response to the petition of Spectra Communications Group, L.L.C. d/b/a CenturyTel, and also to Public Counsel’s request for an evidentiary hearing.  

In its pleading, Staff noted that, according to Spectra’s verified petition and the accompanying Commission determinations, which Staff does not dispute, Mark Twain Communications Company is acting as an “alternative local exchange telecommunications company” as that term is defined in Section 386.020(1) RSMo 2000,
 and used in Section 392.245.2, and has the authority to provide service in Spectra’s service area. 

Staff, however, requested until November 20, 2002, to complete its investigation of the nature of Mark Twain’s service in the relevant Spectra exchanges, before filing its final response and also asked that the Commission defer ruling on the Public Counsel’s request 

for hearing until after Staff files its recommendation and is able to determine whether any facts are in dispute which require a hearing.

The Commission will grant Staff’s request.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.  
That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission must file by November 20, 2002, a recommendation containing the results of its investigation of the nature of Mark Twain Communications Company’s service in the relevant exchanges of Spectra Communications Group, L.L.C. d/b/a CenturyTel.

2.
That the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission must file by November 20, 2002, a recommendation on whether any facts are in dispute which require a hearing.

3. 
That any party wishing to respond to the pleadings by the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission must do so by filing a pleading no later than November 30, 2002.

4.  
That this order will become effective on November 9, 2002.

 
BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
Bill Hopkins, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority under

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000,

as currently supplemented.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 30th day of October, 2002.

� All citations to statutory authority are to the year 2000 Revised Statutes of Missouri, as currently supplemented, unless otherwise indicated.
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