BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Investigation of the State of

)

Competition in the Exchanges of Sprint Missouri, Inc.
)
Case No. IO-2003-0281
ORDER ESTABLISHING CASE, DIRECTING NOTICE, AND JOINING PARTIES, BUT DECLINING TO ESTABLISH A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

On February 10, 2003, the Staff of the Commission filed a motion asking the Commission to open a case to investigate the state of competition in the exchanges of Sprint Missouri, Inc.  Staff’s motion indicates that Section 392.245.5, RSMo 2000, requires that the Commission conduct such an investigation and issue its findings by December 15, 2003.  Staff also asks the Commission to approve a procedural schedule jointly prepared by Staff and Sprint.   

On February 11, 2003, Sprint filed a motion asking the Commission to provide notice of this case to the 75 carriers currently authorized to offer local services in Sprint’s exchanges.  Sprint suggests that these carriers be allowed ten days in which to request intervention.  Sprint also requests that three particular CLECs, from which it intends to seek discovery, be added as parties to this case. 

On February 11, 2003, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a response to Staff’s motion in which it indicated that it does not oppose Staff’s motion to open a case but does oppose the suggested procedural schedule.  Public Counsel argues that the Commission should not establish a procedural schedule until Public Counsel and any intervenors have an opportunity to be heard regarding such a schedule.  

The Commission agrees that a case should be established to investigate the state of competition in Sprint’s exchanges.  Proper parties should be given notice of this case and an opportunity to intervene.  The Commission’s Data Center shall send notice of this application to the 75 carriers listed in Appendix A of Sprint’s Motion for Joinder of Parties.  In addition, the Data Center shall send a copy of this order to the county commission of each county in Sprint’s service territory.  The information officer of the Commission shall send notice of this order to the members of the General Assembly who represent each county in Sprint’s service territory, and to the newspapers that serve each county in Sprint’s service territory as listed in the newspaper directory of the current Official Manual of the State of Missouri.

Sprint requests that prospective intervenors be allowed only ten days in which to request intervention.  The Commission believes that ten days is not sufficient notice.  Therefore, the intervention deadline will be set for twenty days from the date of this order. 

 Sprint’s motion requests that three particular CLECs, from which it intends to seek discovery, be added as parties to this case.  Sprint’s request is reasonable and may help to expedite discovery.  Those three companies will be added as parties. 

Staff’s request to establish a procedural schedule is premature because the procedural schedule proposed by Staff represents only the views of Staff and Sprint.  The Commission will not establish a procedural schedule until Public Counsel and any intervenors have an opportunity to express their views on that question.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Commission’s Data Center and information officer shall send notice as indicated in this order. 

2. That Sprint Missouri, Inc. is made a party to this case. 

3. That Fidelity Communications Services, Inc. is made a party to this case.

4. That Green Hills Telecommunications Services is made a party to this case.

5. That ExOp Inc. is made a party to this case.

6. That any interested party wishing to intervene must file an application to intervene, on or before March 6, 2003, with:

Secretary of the Missouri Public Service Commission

P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

In addition, copies must be served upon the following persons:

Lisa Creighton Hendricks

Sprint

6450 Sprint Pkwy

Overland Park, Kansas 66251

Attorney for Sprint Missouri, Inc.

and

Office of the Public Counsel

P.O. Box 7800

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

7. That this order shall become effective on February 24, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 14th day of February, 2003.
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