                                                                 
  STATE OF MISSOURI

  PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
At a Session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 20th day of August, 2002.

In the Matter of the Application of Western
)

Communications, Inc., for Approval of

)

Transfer of Assets and Subscribers of Logix
)
Case No. LM-2003-0028
Communications Corp., and for Waiver of
)

Commission Rule 33.150



)

ORDER DENYING MOTION FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT


On July 31, 2002, Western Communications, Inc., filed an application with the Missouri Public Service Commission for approval to transfer assets and subscribers of Logix Communications Corp.  Also, on July 31, 2002, under case number LA-2003-0027, Western is applying for certificates of service authority to provide basic local, local exchange, exchange access, and interexchange telecommunications services.  


With the application to transfer assets and subscribers, Western filed a motion for expedited treatment seeking Commission approval of its application by August 23, 2002.

Western avers in its application that Logix is authorized by this Commission to provide basic local, local exchange, exchange access and interexchange communication services in Missouri, and that Logix has filed for protection under Chapter 11 of the United States Bankruptcy Code earlier this year.  During the bankruptcy proceedings, Western and Logix entered into agreements through which Western will purchase the assets of Logix.  Western affirms that it seeks expedited treatment of its application in order to meet the closing conditions of this transaction and to ensure that Logix’s customers are provided uninterrupted service. 


On August 1, 2002, the Commission issued an order to Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, directing Staff to inform the Commission of when Staff would submit a memorandum in this matter.  Staff submitted a status report on August 9, 2002, informing the Commission that upon review of Western’s financial information, Western failed certain tests used by Staff to determine if an applicant has sufficient financial resources as required by Section 392.455(1), RSMo 2000.  Staff indicated in its status report that it is open to discussing these concerns with Western, prior to Staff submitting its memorandum.  Staff noted that it is not likely that the request for expedited treatment can be met. 


In light of Staff’s concerns about Western’s financial condition and the need for further discussion between Staff and Western, the requested approval date of August 23, 2002, cannot be met.  


IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:


1.
That the Motion for Expedited Treatment filed by Western Communications, Inc., is denied.


2.
That this order shall become effective on August 30, 2002. 



BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Murray, Lumpe, Gaw and Forbis, CC., concur

Jones, Regulatory Law Judge
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