BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Petition for Suspension of the Federal Communications
)
Case No. IO-2004-0231

Commission Requirement to Implement Number Portability.
)

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION TO INTERVENE

On November 19, 2003, Cass County Telephone Company, Citizens Telephone Company of Higginsville, Missouri Inc., Green Hills Telephone Corporation, KLM Telephone Company, and Lathrop Telephone Company filed a Petition for Suspension and Motion for Expedited Treatment.  Petitioners requested that the Missouri Public Service Commission issue an order suspending, until May 24, 2004, the Federal Communications Commis​sion’s November 10, 2003 Memoran​dum Opinion and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, insofar as that order requires Petitioners to implement local number portability (LNP) by November 24, 2003.   By order issued November 20, 2003, the Commission granted a brief suspension, until January 24, 2004, in order to allow the Commission time to review the Petition.

Also on November 20, 2003, Sprint Spectrum L.P. d/b/a Sprint PCS filed its Application to Intervene and Response to Petition for Suspension and Motion for Expedited Treatment.  Sprint PCS indicates that it is a Commercial Mobile Radio Service provider as that term is defined in the Federal Telecommunications Act and that it is subject to the jurisdiction of the Federal Communications Commission. Sprint opposes the complete waiver or suspension of the FCC’s intermodal porting obligations.  Sprint does not oppose a six-month extension of the date of the FCC order, until May 10, 2004, of the requirement Petitioners provide local number portability.  However, Sprint also states that Petitioners have not provided “substantial, credible evidence” that Petitioners need a full six-month extension.  No party objected to the application to intervene.

The Commission finds that the application to intervene substantially complies with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.075(4).  The Commission finds that the proposed intervenor has interests in this matter that are different from those of the general public and that granting the proposed intervention would serve the public interest.  The application for intervention will be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the application to intervene filed by Sprint Spectrum L.P. d/b/a Sprint PCS is granted.

2. That this order shall become effective on January 14, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 14th day of January, 2004.
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