BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of Missouri Gas Energy,
)

a Division of Southern Union Company, for Approval to 
)      Case No. GO-2004-0242
Establish an Infrastructure System Replacement 


)
   Tariff No. YG-2004-0712
Surcharge







)

ORDER ADOPTING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

On December 3, 2003, Missouri Gas Energy, a division of Southern Union Company, filed an application for authority to establish an Infrastructure System Replacement Surcharge.  By statute, the Commission must act on MGE’s application by April 1, 2004.  The controlling statute also requires the Commission’s Staff to file a recommendation regarding the application by February 1.  On January 22, Staff filed a proposed procedural schedule that would establish a schedule for the Commission to receive responses to Staff’s recommendation.  

Staff’s recommended schedule would require MGE to file a response to Staff’s recommendation by February 13.  Staff and the Office of Public Counsel, the only other parties in this case, would reply to MGE’s response by February 20.  Staff then suggests that if the Commission wishes to do so, it schedule an on-the-record presentation for February 26.  At that presentation, the Commission could question the parties and require witnesses to testify under oath.   Staff indicates that it has discussed this schedule with MGE and with Public Counsel, and that neither opposes the proposed schedule.  

The Commission finds the schedule recommended by Staff to be reasonable with one exception, February 26, the date proposed for an on-the-record presentation, is not available on the Commission’s calendar.  The next available date on the Commission’s calendar is March 11.  If the Commission is to issue an order with a ten-day effective date before April 1, it must act no later than its agenda meeting on March 18, only one week after the first available date for an on-the-record presentation.  The Commission will schedule an on-the-record presentation for March 11, but if such a presentation does not appear to be necessary after the parties file their written documents, the Commission will cancel the on-the-record presentation and proceed on the basis of the written submissions. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the following procedural schedule is established:

Staff files its report on  

MGE’s application 

as required by Section 393.1015.2(2).
–
February 2, 2004

MGE files its response

to Staff’s Report

–
February 13, 2004

Staff and Public Counsel

file replies to 

MGE’s response
–
February 20, 2004
On-the-record presentation

–
March 11, 2004




8:30 a.m.

2. That the on-the-record presentation will be held in the offices of the Missouri Public Service Commission in Jefferson City, Missouri.  This presentation will be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this presentation, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 before the presentation.

3.
That this order shall become effective on January 26, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 26th day of January, 2004.
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