BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Assessment Against

)

the Public Utilities in the State of Missouri

)
Case No. AO-2004-0610 
for the Expenses of the Commission for the

)

Fiscal Year Commencing July 1, 2004

)

LACLEDE GAS COMPANY’S APPLICATION TO INTERVENE


COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede” or “Company”) and, pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.075, respectfully requests authority to intervene in the above-captioned proceeding.  In support hereof, Laclede states as follows:

1. Laclede is a gas corporation and a public utility, operating as a distributor and seller of natural gas in the City of St. Louis, St. Louis County and various other counties in Eastern Missouri, with its principal office located at 720 Olive Street, St. Louis, Missouri  63101.  As such, Laclede is subject to the jurisdiction of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Commission”).

2. On June 24, 2004, the Commission issued its Assessment Order for Fiscal Year 2005 in this case (the “Assessment Order”).  In the Assessment Order, the Commission sets forth several estimated amounts for Fiscal 2005, all of which lead to an assessment on each public utility, including Laclede.  Such estimated amounts include the Commission’s revenue need for Fiscal 2005,  the expenses directly attributable to groups of public utilities, and the unexpended balance in the Commission Fund.  

3. On June 30, 2004, Missouri-American Water Company (“MAWC”) filed an Application for Rehearing and Stay of the Assessment Order.  In the Application, MAWC requests an opportunity to review the assessment process.

4. Laclede seeks intervention in this case because it pays a share of the assessment made on public utilitites.  Laclede has a direct interest in both the size of and basis for the 2005 fiscal year assessment, as well as the allocation of the assessment among the public utilities.  

5. Until it obtains additional information, Laclede is unable to specify the position it will ultimately take in this case.  Like MAWC, Laclede seeks to review and discuss the assessment process with the appropriate parties.

6. As a public utility subject to the assessment, Laclede has a unique interest that differs from that of the general public, and the Company may be adversely affected by a final order in this case.  No other party to this case is likely to adequately represent the interests of Laclede and its customers.  Therefore, Laclede’s participation in this case will serve the public interest.

WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated herein, Laclede respectfully requests that the Commission issue an order granting Laclede intervention as a party to this case.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Application to Intervene was served on the General Counsel of the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, the Office of the Public Counsel, and Counsel for Missouri-American Water Company on this 3rd day of August, 2004 by hand-delivery, email, facsimile or by United Staes mail, postage prepaid.


/s/ Rick Zucker




1
1

