BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
Application of Green Hills Telephone Corporation
)

for Approval of a Traffic Termination Agreement
)
Case No IO-2003-0208

Under the Telecommunications Act of 1996.
)

ORDER EXTENDING TIME FOR FILING

AND ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On December 18, 2002, Green Hills Telephone Corporation filed an application for the approval of a Traffic Termination Agreement with Verizon Wireless, LLC.  On December 20, 2002, the Commission issued an Order Directing Notice, directing the Staff of the Commission to file a memorandum by January 24, 2003, advising either approval or rejection of the application.  

Realizing that there is no entity in Missouri called Green Hills Telephone Company, on January 2, 2003, the Missouri Public Service Commission issued an order directing Green Hills to file a document indicating its proper name.  On January 9, 2003, Green Hills filed a response, seeking leave to file an amended application, reflecting its correct name as Green Hills Telephone Corporation.  The Commission granted Green Hills leave to file an amended application on January 24, 2003.  Also, on January 24, 2003, Staff filed a motion requesting that the Commission extend the deadline of January 24, 2003, set in the Commission’s Order Directing Notice, to February 7, 2003. Staff has requested this extension to allow time to respond to Green Hills’ amended application. 

The Commission may, under Rule 4 CSR 240-2.050(3)(B), permit Staff to file a memorandum, although the time for filing such has expired, where failure to do so was the result of excusable neglect.  The Commission finds that the circumstance causing Staff to have to file a late response satisfies the standard set out in 4 CSR 240-2.050(3)(B).  Staff is granted leave to file its memorandum.

As of the date of this order Green Hills has not filed an amended application.  It would therefore be unreasonable to require Staff to file its memorandum on February 7, 2003.  Hence, the time in which Staff must file its memorandum will be enlarged and Green Hills will be directed to file is amended application on a date certain.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the Staff of the Commission’s Motion to Extend Filing Deadline for Staff Recommendation is granted.

2. That Green Hills Telephone Corporation shall file its amended application no later than February 14, 2003.

3. That the Staff of the Commission shall file its memorandum no later than February 28, 2003.

4. That this order shall become effective on February 16, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Law Judge

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 6th day of February, 2003.
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