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STAFF RESPONSE TO ORDER DIRECTING FILING 

 
 COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, by counsel, and for 

its response states: 

 1. The Commission directed the parties to file, by no later than June 30, 2008, 

pleadings discussing the probable effect of HB 1779 on this case. 

 2. The General Assembly recently passed HB 1779, which is now awaiting 

Governor Blunt’s signature.  This bill, if signed into law, would amend Section 386.020 RSMo 

by defining “interconnected voice over Internet protocol service” and by explicitly stating that 

such service does not constitute “telecommunications service.”  This bill would also create a new 

Section 392.550 requiring a provider of interconnected voice over Internet protocol service to 

register with the Commission. 

 3. Registration to provide interconnected voice over Internet protocol under Section 

392.550 is a separate procedure from certification to provide telecommunications services under 

sections 392.410 through 392.455.  Registration under Section 392.550 imposes different, but 

sometimes similar, duties as certification. 

 4. Based on the record before the Commission, Comcast’s Digital Voice service is 

“interconnected voice over Internet protocol service.”  Comcast’s Digital Voice service is a 



   2 
 

“telecommunications service” under the current definition but would be exempted from that 

definition if HB 1779 becomes law. 

 5. If the Governor signs HB 1779, the relevant sections will take effect on August 

28, 2008. 

 6. If the Governor signs HB 1779, Comcast will continue to need certificate of 

service authority to provide telecommunications service through August 28, and will need to 

register as a provider of interconnected voice over Internet protocol service going forward. 

 7. If the Governor vetoes HB 1779, Comcast will continue to need certificate of 

service authority to provide telecommunications service.  

       

Respectfully submitted, 

       /s/ William K. Haas                                   
       William K. Haas  

Deputy General Counsel 
Missouri Bar No. 28701 
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