Before the Public Service Commission
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STAFF'S INTERIM REPORT 

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and in response to the Commission’s July 22, 2003, Order Establishing Case and Ordering Staff to file either its final incident report or an interim incident report no later than November 19, 2003, files this Interim Report.

The Staff has been actively investigating this incident, which occurred on June 18, 2003, at the Frisco Building on the Ozark Empire Fairgrounds in Springfield, Missouri.  The incident was the result of a natural gas explosion that resulted in one fatality, destroyed the Frisco Building, and caused extensive structural damage to other buildings.                      

City Utilities of Springfield, Missouri reported the incident to the Staff at 12:55 p.m. on June 18, 2003.  Two Staff members arrived at the incident site approximately three and one-half (3½) hours after the report to find numerous emergency response personnel and City Utilities personnel conducting activities to make the area safe.  A third Staff member arrived at the site on June 19, 2003.  The Staff spent four days on their initial investigation, among other things, interviewing City Utilities personnel and emergency personnel and inspecting the site.  

Status of the Investigation

At this time, Staff has determined that the incident was the result of a natural gas leak that resulted in an accumulation of natural gas in the basement area of the Frisco Building.  Mr. Brad Murphy, an employee of the Ozark Empire Fair, was in the basement area at the time the explosion occurred, resulting in Mr. Murphy’s death.  There were no other reported injuries.

Staff has visited the site and talked to City Utilities personnel numerous additional times in the course of its investigation, collecting substantial amounts of information for the Incident Report.  In addition, Staff has sent data requests (DRs) and, as a result, has received extensive information and documentation from City Utilities concerning, among other things, the type of pipe that was installed, when it was installed, the backfill conditions, and other information relevant to the investigation.  Staff is in the process of completing its review of this information and completing its final report.

Furthermore, Staff has gathered technical data concerning the history of and problems with the particular type of plastic pipe used by City Utilities to deliver natural gas to the Frisco Building.  Staff is comparing this information with what is known about the Frisco Building incident in order to determine what type of recommendations should be made.    

Staff is in the process of completing its review of all of the information compiled and is completing the final draft of its report.  The Final Report concerning this incident will be filed no later than December 18, 2003.

WHEREFORE, Staff requests that the Commission accept this interim report concerning its investigation of the natural gas explosion at the Frisco Building in Springfield, Missouri, with the understanding that Staff will file its final report, with recommendations, no later than December 18, 2003.








Respectfully submitted,









DANA K. JOYCE









General Counsel









/s/ Lera L. Shemwell








___________________________    









Lera L. Shemwell









Senior Counsel









Missouri Bar No. 43792









Attorney for the Staff of the









Missouri Public Service Commission









P.O. Box 360









Jefferson City, MO  65102









(573) 751-3966 (Telephone)









(573) 751-9285 (Fax)









lerashemwell@psc.state.mo.us









Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, hand-delivered, or transmitted by facsimile or electronic mail to all counsel of record this 17th day of November 2003.








/s/ Lera L. Shemwell
____________________________________

PAGE  

2

